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Introduction

All praise belongs to Allah, the Almighty. Peace and salutations
be upon the Seal of the Prophets, his progeny, his Companions,
and those who follow his path until the Day of Reckoning.

The Ahl al-Bayt (Family of the Prophet .&4ii>) have been
granted a lofty rank and elevated status in the eyes of the Ahl
al-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in accordance with what Allah decreed
of loving them and honouring them. This is in keeping with
the bequest of the Prophet iz.&4fz, when he said, “I remind
you (to be kind) to the members of my family” In light of
this, we dissociate ourselves from those who exaggerate with
regards to specific members of the Ahl al-Bayt (ignoring the
rest) and also from the Nawasib, who cause harm to them and
harbour malice for the pure members of the Ahl al-Bayt.

The Muslims in general, and the Ahl al-Sunnah in specific,
love the pure members of the Ahl al-Bayt and consider it
strictly forbidden to disparage, belittle, or harm them in any
way, whether this be directed to the progeny of the Prophet

Josadedile or his blessed wives.

Mabarrat al-Al wa al-Ashab is pleased to present to you this
discourse, from its foremost publications, which will enrich the
literary works already prepared on the legacy of the pure Ahl
al-Bayt and noble Sahabah #:di;, instill love for them in the
hearts of the believers, and clarify a few of the misconceptions
which may be lurking in the minds of some Muslims.

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 2408.



The Fragrance of Jasmine

In as much as these pages highlight the distinguished status
and merit of the blessed wives of the Prophet ds.&4{ie being
Ummahat al-Mu’minin (Mothers of the Believers) as mentioned
in the Glorious Qur'an and blessed Sunnah, it also makes
mention of those verses and ahadith commending them and
honouring them as part of the Ahl al-Bayt of the Prophet

Jzsudedfie; thus, awarding them a unique virtue.
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The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

Allah S8 says:

}}//" }}/79/ } / i

The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves,

and his wives are [in the position of] their mothers.

In essence, a believer’s mothers are the wives of the Prophet
Jzuedfe, while his father is the Prophet iz«Edfie.? The
Muhajirin and the Ansar are his brothers and those implied in
the Qur’anic supplication:

s Ao 2 L
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?r;e-j:)}féu\»\ S JoA AT {| mcu,\e Sz
Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in
faith and put not in our hearts [any] resentment toward
those who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind and
Merciful®

This is the Ahl al-Bayt (Household) of the Prophet Az,
Anyone who disparages even one of the wives of the Prophet
Jzeifle will be said to be void of Tman, because if he were a

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 6.
2 This parentage is allegorical on account of the hadith of the Prophet
iz, “T am to you (the believers) like a father” (Sunan Abi Dawid,
Hadith: 8.)
3 Sarah al-Hashr: 10.
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The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

believer in the true sense of the word, he would never have
disparaged the Mothers of the Believers; a son does not speak
ill of his mother.

This motherhood is the same as biological motherhood as far
as the rights of respect and honour are concerned, and also as
a means of being proud of one’s ancestry. Can anyone boast
of having a nobler mother than those whom the Messenger
of Allah sz chose to be his spouses? In fact, they were
selected by Allah 45552 Himself, as Allah says:

Soh » L0 % -5 . z

et O ~_ w2
5 ) G b ST Y A L ST N 2N

Pt

WS s g5 @ - > 2o //wﬁ - >%
&éoi»\/ja;u&ﬁuv;;;t;é\i;d

-

Not lawful to you, [0 Muhammad], are [any additional]
women after [this], nor [is it] for you to exchange them for
[other] wives, even if their beauty were to please you, except
what your right hand possesses. And ever is Allah, over all

things, an Observer.!
Allah 4= stated regarding Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh

s 8. 4 T Ve /,// /// o Brr Sl LA
Q)<: Y ZQ 29 L‘,..‘ .,u_) ‘ﬁaﬁ L.la
C/// - 2T . s
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1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 52.
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The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

So when Zayd had no longer any need for her, We married
her to you in order that there not be upon the believers any
discomfort [i.e. guilt] concerning the wives of their adopted
sons when they no longer have need of them. And ever is the

command of Allah accomplished.*

Allah 15852 said regarding their superiority over the women
of the world:

O wives of the Prophet <&, you are not like anyone

among women, if you fear Allah.?

TP 5]

Such is their distinctiveness that Allah &%= forbade any of
the believers from ever marrying them just as it is prohibited

g8

for a son to marry his biological mother. Allah J&%2 says:

0 . RTA, 4 s 0 > > -~ T o
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And it is not [conceivable or lawful] for you to harm the
Messenger of Allah or to marry his wives after him, ever.
Indeed, that would be in the sight of Allah an enormity.

The Prophet As.edfle is harmed by any word or action that

T\ o8
\

would hurt his wives, to such an extent that Allah d&%2. even

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 37.
2 Strah al-Ahzab: 32.
3 Strah al-Ahzab: 53.
13



The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

instructed the believers to only address them from behind a
veil. Allah d&522 says:

IR Jjo:(ﬁyb WA ,.J’ Lﬁ\ab
¢ 2sr £ s 4 - 'g EY

:u‘o %
And when you ask [his wives] for something, ask them from
behind a partition. That is purer for your hearts and their
hearts. And it is not [conceivable or lawful] for you to harm
the Messenger of Allah.!

When this is the level of honour that has been accorded to
the Ummahat al-Mu’minin, what can be said about those who
disparage them, curse them, and attribute to them that which
does not befit their noble status? Shortly after the above-

sty

mentioned verses, Allah J&552 says:

S (e // - ‘/T/a*‘ LA gl A% -
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O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the women
of the believers to bring down over themselves [part] of their
outer garments. That is more suitable that they will be known

and not be abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful.*

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 53.
2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 59.
14



The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

Then Allah issues a stern warning:

8 2 22 .7 .41/ e (A ] 1
- . . Yo 19 > .

2r 4B G ol aaddl a3 o
-~ e S S tid
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If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is disease and
those who spread rumours in Madinah do not cease, We will
surely incite you against them; then they will not remain

your neighbours therein except for a little."

This refers to the rumours these hypocrites were spreading
concerning the marriage of the Prophet 15.£4 to Sayyidah
Zaynab Gzdis5. She was previously the wife of his adopted
son, Zayd zdiz;, whose mention was made in the verses cited
previously. This verse indicates that criticism of the wives of
the Prophet sz is amongst the traits of the hypocrites,
and the believers have been sternly warned against imitating
them.

Allah d&%s2 clarified in this Stirah that He will not accept
any justification for slandering the wives of the Prophet
Aseiie, The perpetrator abandons the Qur'an and Sunnah
and follows the path of the whimsical and foolish, whom they
take as their masters and dignitaries. If he does not repent
and dies in this condition:

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 60.
15



The Status of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

o bo% Al Z o X 0L T
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o~ .1.\'

The Day their faces will be turned about in the Fire, they
will say, “How we wish we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the
Messenger.” And they will say, “Our Lord, indeed we obeyed
our masters and our dignitaries, and they led us astray from
the [right] way.™*

Is attributing to them that which does not befit their noble
status a meritorious deed? Or is it one of the most heinous
crimes? Just imagine for a moment—while you curse ‘A’ishah
and Hafsah &zdiz—that you are standing in front of the
Messenger F<s«<&4{l= and he is looking at you and listening to
your words... How does it feel now? Imagine what the Prophet

Az would be thinking of you?

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 66-67.
16



The Wives of the Prophet are the Most Superior
of all Women

O wives of the Prophet is:&il=, you are not like anyone
among women, if you fear Allah.*

In other words, there are undeniably no women in this world
superior to the wives of the Prophet 1.4z, on condition
that they (the wives) fear Allah. Thus, if their fear of Allah
is established, it would establish their superiority over all
women throughout time, without exception. This is not
something unfathomable when one considers that they are,
after all, the wives of that Prophet Jzs.&4{e who is the most
superior of all the prophets and messengers—in fact the best
of all creation—and they were preferred by Allah and the
Prophet Az5.£4l over all other women in this world.

As for them fearing Allah d%%s2 and possessing the quality
of taqwa, this too is proven from the Glorious Book of Allah.
Allah 35822 says:

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 32.
17



The Wives of the Prophet are the Most Superior of all Women

O Prophet, say to your wives, “If you should desire the
worldly life and its adornment, then come, I will provide for
you and give you a gracious release. But if you should desire
Allah and His Messenger and the home of the Hereafter, then
indeed, Allah has prepared for the doers of good among you

agreat reward.”

They chose Allah and His Prophet 4.&4ie and abandoned the
life of this world and its adornments. There is no other reason
for them choosing Allah and His Messenger Az«&dfi—which
meant patiently enduring the hardship and difficulty which
accompanied the office of Nubuwwah—except firmness of
faith and fear of Allah. Since their decision to remain with
the Prophet is<&ifle was motivated by taqwa, they were
honoured by Allah:

~ws IS T

5 @ e g TGS A L T 34N
22

Not lawful to you, [0 Muhammad], are [any additional]
women after [this], nor [is it] for you to exchange them for

[other] wives, even if their beauty were to please you.
They were honoured in two ways in this verse:

1. The Prophet As«&ifie was prohibited from taking
another wife after them.

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 28-29.
2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 52.
18



The Wives of the Prophet are the Most Superior of all Women

2. The Prophet is.dfle was prohibited from divorcing
any one of them, in order to marry another.

The reason for this was that they would be his wives for
eternity; not only in this world but in the Hereafter as well.
This is also the reason why the believers were prohibited from
marrying them after his demise:

/}/9}0}
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And it is not [conceivable or lawful] for you to harm the
Messenger of Allah or to marry his wives after him, ever.
Indeed, that would be in the sight of Allah an enormity.!

And they were awarded the position of mothers to every
believer:

}}//" }}/75/ s W

W "do-_)_)_) W\ww_,‘;ﬂa d_}\&_ﬁ\

The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves,

and his wives are [in the position of] their mothers.?

Every person should ponder deeply over these points and
recognise the noble status awarded to the Ummahat al-

Mu’minin.

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 53.
2 Strah al-Ahzab: 6.
19






The Wisdom Behind the Prophet i.&if- Having
Multiple Wives

The life of the Prophet «&ijie provides the perfect pattern
for the believers as stated in the Glorious Qur’an:

,. ; d . ’}///’16
Xozi 14»\55_,:3;@ oKaa

There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an
excellent pattern.!

Moreover, his Sunnah is one of the significant sources of the
SharTah.

The presence of individuals inside the pure home of Nubuwwah
who will transmit his Sunnah was essential. This is one of the
wisdoms behind the Prophet .4l having multiple wives;
so that they may transmit the domestic, marital rulings and
etiquettes, as well as laws exclusive to the believing women.

Moreover, the Prophet 4524 nurturing and refining them
made them the ideal, excellent examples for the believing
women of every era. And this is exactly what was obtained;
and to Allah J&%<:% belongs all praise and grace. They became
the perfect models for every believing female. This is another
wisdom behind him having multiple wives. Have a look at
Sayyidah ‘A’ishah ¢zdiss; one of the distinguished transmitters
of Hadith from the Prophet iz iz,

Furthermore, since Islam was in its early stages, there was a
definite need to strengthen ties with the various Arab tribes

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 21.
21



The Wisdom Behind the Prophet is.&4{= Having Multiple Wives

and families, to pave the way for the Islamic Call. For instance,
his marriage to Sayyidah Juwayriyah «z&is led to the Islam of
the entire Banii al-Mustaliq tribe #zdis;.

Another reason was to strengthen his connection with his
esteemed Sahabah #z4is and confer upon them dignity and
reputation. He married the daughters of Sayyiduna Abu
Bakr and Sayyiduna ‘Umar &zdis, viz. Sayyidah ‘A’ishah and
Sayyidah Hafsah &=iis respectively. Likewise, he honoured
Sayyiduna ‘Uthman and Sayyiduna ‘All €24 by marrying his
daughters to them.

His marriage to some of them was the reason behind
establishing a SharT law. For example, his marriage to
Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh Gzdies was to reject the man-made
laws of adoption.

For others, there was a specific need and social obligation.
Sayyidah Sawdah bint Zam‘ah zdls was bereaved of her
husband; the husband of Sayyidah Umm Salamah wzdis
was martyred and left behind orphans; and the husband of
Sayyidah Umm Habibah wedis passed away in Abyssinia and
she was left single in a strange land. His marriage to them was

a means of consolation and comfort.

Had these marriages been for the gratification of lust, as
claimed by the Orientalists and their followers, his wives
would all have been virgins or young in age. Yet, there is only
one virgin among them, Sayyidah ‘A’ishah &z, while the
rest are either divorced or widowed with children. This is in
absolute polarity with lust and passion.

22



Common Merits of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

Common Merits of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

1. Purification of the Ahl al-Bayt from impurity: shirk,
Shaytan, immoral actions, and wicked character. The
Mothers of the Believers are from the Ahl al-Bayt. Allah
A& declares:

// /}’/6’ M/, /w
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O wives of the Prophet, you are not like anyone among
women. If you fear Allah, then do not be soft in speech [to
men] lest he in whose heart is disease should covet, but
speak with appropriate speech. And abide in your houses
and do not display yourselves as [was] the display of the
former times of ignorance. And establish Salah and give
Zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah intends
only to remove from you the impurity [of sin], O people
of the [Prophet’s] household, and to purify you with

[extensive] purification. And remember what is recited in

23



Common Merits of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

your houses of the verses of Allah and wisdom. Indeed, Allah

is ever Subtle and Acquainted [with all things].*

The context of the verses makes it absolutely clear that
the Verse of Purification encompasses the Prophet’s

1.4 wives.

. Allah d5%= elevated them to the pedestal of Mothers
of the Believers, making them mothers in esteem,
veneration, and reverence:

,»//‘ 3 /u/ ,;,« o
W e=9)ly p—rﬂ"\u‘\_ﬂ-‘_}"j\) gs-‘“
The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves,

and his wives are [in the position of] their mothers.?

. Their selection of Allah, His Messenger, and the Abode of
the Hereafter over the worldly life and its adornments.
Their recompense is a great reward prepared by Allah
d58s for them.
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O Prophet, say to your wives, “If you should desire the

worldly life and its adornment, then come, I will provide for

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 32-34.

2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 6.
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Common Merits of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

you and give you a gracious release. But if you should desire
Allah and His Messenger and the home of the Hereafter, then
indeed, Allah has prepared for the doers of good among you

a great reward.!

It is an established fact that they chose Allah d%%<:2 and
His Messenger Au.£4ii>, owing to which the Messenger
of Allah 4.4 did not separate from them.

4, Multiplied rewards for them for their obedience and
virtuous deeds:

PP P > s Arrr g /} Az
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And whoever of you devotedly obeys Allah and His Messenger
and does righteousness - We will give her, her reward twice;

and We have prepared for her a noble provision.’

5. The Mothers of the Believers are unlike ordinary women

in esteem, virtue, and noble rank:

o Fal o) L ‘x;\,ts::g&_j&s\i:u
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O wives of the Prophet, you are not like anyone among

women. If you fear Allah, then do not be soft in speech [to

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 28-29.
2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 31.
25



Common Merits of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

men] lest he in whose heart is disease should covet but speak

with appropriate speech.’

6. Allah favoured them with the distinction of the Qur’an
and wisdom being recited in their homes, which

indicates their lofty rank and position:

And remember what is recited in your houses of the verses
of Allah and wisdom. Indeed, Allah is ever Subtle and

Acquainted [with all things].?

7. They are the wives of the Messenger of Allah F%<&4(i= in
the world and the Hereafter.

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 32.
2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 34.
26



Sayyidah Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

Name and lineage

Khadijah bint Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn Qusayy.
Qusayy is the forefather of the Prophet As:«&idfiz. Khadijah
iz, from the wives, has the second closest ancestry to the
Prophet #s.Eiie through his father. The Prophet Azaifie
did not marry any other woman from the progeny of Qusayy
except Sayyidah Umm Habibah bint AbT Sufyan gzdis.!

Sayyidah Khadijah &zdis was renowned as the noblest in
ancestry, the highest in nobility, and the wealthiest woman
from the Quraysh. The Prophet is.&dfle married her when
he was twenty-five years old, after Abii Halah Nabbash ibn
Zurarah al-Tamim?, the ally of the Banii ‘Abd al-Dar.

Sayyidah Khadijah czdis believed in the Prophet #<.&4fie and
assisted him in his mission. The Prophet iz.&ifie affirmed

that she is the most virtuous of all the women of the world.?

1 The ancestry of Sayyidah Umm Habibah i meets with that of the
Prophet 4«4 at ‘Abd Manaf ibn Qusayy, while the ancestry of Sayyidah
Khadijah @i meets with that of the Prophet is«£4{= at Qusayy. As for
the other Ummahat al-Mu'minin, their ancestry meets with that of the
Prophet As:£4{= after Qusayy: at Murrah, Ka'b, Lu’ayy, Khuzaymah, Ilyas,
and Mudar.

2 Some historians says that his name was Malik, some say Hind, others
say Zurarah ibn Nabbash, while others say Nabbash ibn Zurarah; and Allah
knows best. [Translator’s note.]

3 She is the most virtuous of all women of her time. She is from the four
most superior women, namely: Asiyah bint Muzahim—the wife of Fir'awn,

27



Sayyidah Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

She bore all the Prophet’s As.&4i> children except Ibrahim
iedlz, whose mother was Sayyidah Mariyah Gzdis. The Prophet
458z did not take any other wife during her lifetime. She
passed away three years before the Hijrah.

Merits and Status

1. She is from the forerunners to embrace Islam: she is the
very first person to bring faith in what Allah revealed.
She thus receives her reward and the reward of all those
who embraced Islam after her.!

2. The Prophet 4=«£4{l= did not take any other wife during
her lifetime. She thus remained the only wife of the

Prophet ds:L4 for twenty-five years.

3. The love which the Prophet 7.4 had for her was a
special gift from Allah, which Allah bestowed upon His
Messenger sz, Thus, loving her is a virtue.?

Maryam bint ‘Tmran, Khadijah, and Fatimah &z,

1 This is owing to the fact that she is the first woman to accept Islam.
Whoever initiates a good practice will receive his reward coupled with the
reward of all those who practice upon it. The one who points out a good
action is like the one who carries it out, with regards to reward. Whoever
calls towards guidance will receive a reward equal to the reward of all
those who followed it, without their reward being diminished in the least.
Study further details of this issue in Fath al-Bari, chapter on the virtues
of Khadijah; al-Tahtawt: Nihayat al-ljaz fi Sirat Sakin al-Hijaz, and Sharh al-
Nawawi li Sahth Muslim.

2 Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2435. In the hadith, the Prophet is:&4 says, “Her
love was nurtured in my heart by Allah Himself.” Contemplate over how
Allah nurtured her love in His Messenger’s Ass&4{(= heart.

28



Sayyidah Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

4, The Prophet As«&dfle would talk of her often, praise

her, enumerate her virtues, and maintain ties with her

friends. Sayyidah ‘A’ishah G4z states:

Lo wslas e 8l ol o s e alll oo il 2 L
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I never became envious of any of the Prophet’s i«
wives as I was envious of Khadijah, on account of how

frequently he would talk about her; and I never saw her.!

. She was the best of all the women of the Ummah of the
Prophet Az.&4ile, Al-Bukhari reported with his chain of
narration from Sayyiduna ‘Ali zedi; that he heard the
Prophet & saying:
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The best woman of her time was Maryam and the best

woman of her time was Khadijah.?

“go 87,

. Allah d&%=2 sent greetings to her and gave her glad
tidings of a Palace in Jannah, where she will neither
hear any noise nor experience any fatigue. Al-Bukhart
and Muslim narrate with their respective chains from
Sayyiduna Abii Hurayrah &zl
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1 Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2435.

2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3815.
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Sayyidah Khadijah bint Khuwaylid
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Jibril came to the Prophet isdfe and said, “O
Messenger of Allah! This is Khadijah coming to you
with a dish containing gravy, food, or drink. When she
reaches you, convey to her greetings (of peace) from
her Exalted and Glorified Rabb and from me, and also
give her glad tidings of a house in Jannah made from a
gigantic hollowed pearl, in which there will neither be

noise nor toil.™

7. Allah 35452 blessed the Prophet A&l with children
from her, and he was not granted any children from his
other wives. The Prophet &4l said:
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Allah granted me children from her and He did not
grant me children from others beside her.?

1 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith: 3820.
2 Al-Tabarant: Al-Mujam al-Kabir, vol. 23 pg. 13.
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Sayyidah Sawdah bint Zam'ah

Name and lineage

Sawdah bint Zam‘ah ibn Qays ibn ‘Abd Shams ibn ‘Abd Wudd
ibn Nasr ibn Malik ibn Hisl bin ‘Amir ibn Lu’ayy ibn Ghalib
ibn Fihr. Her mother was Shamts bint Zayd ibn ‘Amr al-
Ansariyyah.

Before her marriage to the Prophet s.edfiz, she was married
to Sakran ibn ‘Amr &edis,

She narrated from the Prophet is.e5{le and Ibn ‘Abbas #edis

and Yahya ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sa‘'d ibn
Zurarah narrated from her.

She embraced Islam early on and along with her husband
emigrated to Abyssinia in the second emigration. It was here
where her husband passed away.! She is the first woman to
marry the Prophet Js:. iz after Sayyidah Khadijah wedis,
which was before the Hijrah while still in Makkah. She was
exclusively with him for approximately four years. She

passed away during the final years of Sayyiduna ‘Umar’s iedis;

Khilafah.

Merits and Status

1. She strongly desired to remain in the wedlock of the
Prophet As«Eidfie. She sacrificed her day with the
Prophet %<&z, to gain proximity to him and out

1 Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, vol. 12 pg. 455.
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Sayyidah Sawdah bint Zam‘ah

of love for him, to remain his wife in Jannah. Ibn Sa‘d
mentions in al-Tabagqat that Sayyidah Sawdah =i said
to the Prophet A iifio:
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“I implore you by Allah to keep me in your wedlock. I
have grown old and have no desire for men but I long

to be resurrected among your wives on the Day of
Resurrection.”

So, the Prophet z«&4> kept her in his wedlock.!

Al-Bukhari reported with his chain from Sayyidah
‘N’ishah gedis:
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Sawdah bint Zam'ah gifted her day to ‘A’ishah. So, the

Prophet fs«&di would spend with ‘A’ishah her day and
Sawdah’s day.?

2. Sayyidah ‘A’ishah wzdls desired to have the same
temperament and personality as Sayyidah Sawdah
@i, Muslim reported with his chain to Sayyidah
‘A’ishah ¢z&is who said:

1 Tabagat ibn Sa‘d, vol. 8 pg. 45, with slight variation.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 5212.
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83 g (o L 3 058TO1 L orlal ol o5 Lo

I have not seen a woman whose temperament [ would

like to resemble more than Sawdah bint Zam‘ah.

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 1463.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

Name and lineage

‘A’ishah bint ‘Abd Allah (Abt Bakr al-Siddiq) ibn ‘Uthman (Aba
Quhafah) al-Taymi al-Qurashi. Her mother was Umm Riman
bint ‘Uwaymir al-Kinaniyyah.

Her teknonym is Umm ‘Abd Allah. She asked the Prophet
Az« to give her a teknonym as well and he instructed her
to take the teknonym: Umm ‘Abd Allah, who is ‘Abd Allah ibn

32 5T -

al-Zubayr ibn ‘Awwam 45, her nephew through her sister,

Asma’ bint Ab1 Bakr &zgis,

She was born four years after Nubuwwah. The Prophet
A58 married her when she was six years old. She came to
live with the Prophet %+&i{= when she was nine years old.
The Prophet #s:&4i= did not marry any other virgin besides
Sayyidah ‘A’ishah &zdks. Her exoneration from the false
accusations against her was announced from the Heavens.
She was the most beloved of the Prophet’s sl wives to
him after Sayyidah Khadijah ¢z, She is renowned for being
the most knowledgeable of all women; many senior Sahabah
would benefit from her knowledge.!

She was eighteen years old when the Prophet 4<&i{i= passed
away. She passed away on 17 Ramadan 58 AH. Sayyiduna Abu
Hurayrah i performed her Salat al-Janazah and she was
buried in al-BaqT. May Allah be pleased with her.

1 Study Badr al-Din al-Zarkasht: Al-ljabah li Irad Md Istadrakathu ‘A’ishah ‘ala
al-Sahabah.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

Merits and Status

1. She was the most beloved to the Prophet isadfiz of
all his wives after Sayyidah Khadijah wdis. Al-Bukhart
reports with his chain from ‘Amr ibn al-‘As zedi;:
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The Prophet iz deputed me to lead the army of

Dhat al-Salasil. I came to him and said, “Who is the

most beloved person to you?”

He said, “‘A’ishah.”
I asked, “From the men?”
He said, “Her father!

2. Sayyiduna Jibril 52 came to the Prophet ds.&dfie with
her image on a silken cloth before they got married.
Al-BukharT and Muslim report with their chains from
Sayyidah ‘A’ishah @dis that the Prophet Js.Edf- said
to her:
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I saw you in a dream for three nights. An angel brought

you to me in a silk cloth and said, “Here is your wife.”

1 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 4358.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

When I removed (the cloth) from your face, it was you.
I said, “If this is from Allah, He will make it a reality.”

3. Sayyiduna Jibril #&@iE conveyed greetings to her
through the Prophet is.dfie. Al-Bukhart reports from
Sayyidah ‘A’ishah gdis:
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The Prophet &&= said to me one day, “O ‘A’ish, this
is Jibril conveying his greetings to you.”

I replied, “May peace, Allah’s mercy, and His blessings
be upon him as well. (O Prophet i) you see what

I do not see.”

4, Wahi (revelation) descended upon the Prophet A«
while he lay beside Sayyidah ‘A’ishah ¢zdi under one
sheet; the same did not occur with the other Ummahat
al-Mu’minin.

The Prophet iz said to Umm Salamah dis:
A Jedplallssbisle b m3pYida,ll
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O Umm Salamah! Do not cause me pain with regard to

‘N’ishah, for verily, I take an oath by Allah, revelation

1 Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2438.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3768.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

did not descend upon me while I lay under the sheet

with any of you except ‘A’ishah.!
5. When the Verse of Takhyir was revealed, which is:

b
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O Prophet, say to your wives, “If you should desire the
worldly life and its adornment, then come, I will provide for
you and give you a gracious release. But if you should desire
Allah and His Messenger and the home of the Hereafter -

then indeed, Allah has prepared for the doers of good among

you a great reward.”

The Prophet A4l first asked Sayyidah ‘A’ishah eedis
and advised her to first discuss the matter with her
parents before making her decision; but she chose the
Prophet &4 without consulting her parents, which
was then followed by the other Ummahat al-Mu’'minin.
Al-Bukhari and Muslim report that Sayyidah ‘A’ishah

@i said when advised to consult her parents:
My gyl )l 5B ol bl lia (T i
1 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith: 3775.

2 Sirah al-Ahzab: 28-29.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr
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“What need is there to consult my parents in this
regard? Verily, 1 seek Allah, His Messenger, and the

home of the Hereafter.”

Then all the other wives of the Prophet iz did the

same as [ did.!

6. Verses of the Qur'an were revealed on account of her,
either elevating her status or for the benefit of the
Ummabh at large. A few of these verses are:

« Allah revealed her innocence when she was falsely
accused and slandered.
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1 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 4786.

2
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

Ao
Indeed, those who came with falsehood are a group among
you. Do not think it bad for you; rather it is good for you.
For every person among them is what [punishment] he
has earned from the sin, and he who took upon himself the
greater portion thereof - for him is a great punishment. Why,
when you heard it, did not the believing men and believing
women think good of one another and say, “This is an obvious
falsehood”? Why did they [who slandered] not produce for it
four witnesses? And when they do not produce the witnesses,
then it is they, in the sight of Allah, who are the liars. And
if it had not been for the favour of Allah upon you and His
mercy in this world and the Hereafter, you would have been
touched for that [lie] in which you were involved by a great
punishment. When you received it with your tongues and
said with your mouths that of which you had no knowledge
and thought it was insignificant while it was, in the sight
of Allah, tremendous. And why, when you heard it, did you
not say, “It is not for us to speak of this. Exalted are You, [0
Allah]; this is a great slander”? Allah warns you against
returning to the likes of this [conduct], ever, if you should be
believers. And Allah makes clear to you the verses, and Allah
is Knowing and Wise. Indeed, those who like that immorality
should be spread [or publicised] among those who have
believed will have a painful punishment in this world and
the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do not know. And
if it had not been for the favour of Allah upon you and His
mercy... and because Allah is Kind and Merciful. O you who
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

have believed, do not follow the footsteps of Shaytan. And
whoever follows the footsteps of Shaytan - indeed, he enjoins
immorality and wrongdoing. And if not for the favour of
Allah upon you and His mercy, not one of you would have
been pure, ever, but Allah purifies whom He wills, and Allah is
Hearing and Knowing. And let not those of virtue among you
and wealth swear not to give [aid] to their relatives and the
needy and the Emigrants for the cause of Allah, and let them
pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. Indeed,
those who [falsely] accuse chaste, unaware, and believing
women are cursed in this world and the Hereafter; and they
will have a great punishment. On a Day when their tongues,
their hands, and their feet will bear witness against them
as to what they used to do. That Day, Allah will pay them
in full their deserved recompense, and they will know that
it is Allah who is the perfect in justice. Evil women are for
evil men, and evil men are for evil women. And good women
are for good men, and good men are for good women. Those
[good people] are declared innocent of what the slanderers

say. For them is forgiveness and noble provision.!

* As for the verse which was revealed on her account and
benefited the entire Ummah: The verse of Tayammum.
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1 Siirah al-Nar: 11-26.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

And if you are ill or on ajourney or one of you comes from the
place of relieving himself or you have contacted women and
find no water, then seek clean earth and wipe over your faces
and your hands [with it]. Indeed, Allah is ever Pardoning and
Forgiving.'

Al-BukharT and Muslim report from Sayyidah ‘A’ishah
e4ks that she borrowed from her sister Asma’ Gedis a
necklace and it got lost. The Messenger of Allah Az«
sent men to search for it. As it was the time for Salah,
they offered Salah without ablution (as water was not
available there). When they came to the Messenger of
Allah iz&iie, they made a complaint about it, and the
verse pertaining to Tayammum was revealed. Upon this,
Usayd ibn Hudayr &5 said to ‘A’ishah cedis:
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May Allah grant you a good reward! Never has there
been an occasion when you were beset with difficulty

except that Allah made you come out of it and made it
an occasion of blessings for the Muslims.?

7. The Prophet 45:&4{i> desired to be nursed in her home
and he passed away in her home, while in her lap, on
her day. Allah caused her saliva to be mixed with that of
the Prophet’s #s.&idfle during his final moment of this
world and his first of the Hereafter. The Prophet A5«

1 Sirah al-Nisa”: 43.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3773.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

was then buried in her house. Al-Bukhari reports from
Sayyidah ‘A’ishah gdis:
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr entered upon the Prophet
dzeie while I was supporting the Prophet 4.4 on
my chest. ‘Abd al-Rahman had a fresh miswak with
which he was cleaning his teeth. Allah’s Messenger
Juede looked at it, so I took the miswak, chewed it,
shook it, and softened it, before giving it to the Prophet
dzs:&4f who cleaned his teeth with it.!

8. The Prophet Js«&iii gave her the glad tidings that she
is from the People of Jannah. Al-Bukhart reported from
Qasim ibn Muhammad:
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Once ‘A’ishah fell ill. Ibn ‘Abbas went to see her and
said, “O Mother of the Believers! You are leaving to

meet the truthful forerunners, i.e. Allah’s Messenger
J5:4{e and Aba Bakr.”

1 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith: 4438.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3771.
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr

The glad tidings from Ibn ‘Abbas &=z could only have
come from the guarantee of the Prophet is.kdfiz, as
has been reported by al-Tirmidhi—which he ruled to be
sahth—from ‘Abd Allah ibn Ziyad al-Asadi, who said that
he heard ‘Ammar ibn Yasir &4z saying:

5 Y1 Ll b amr g5
She (‘A’ishah) is his wife in this world and the Hereafter.!

. She is the most knowledgeable of the women of this
Ummah. She has narrated a prolific number of ahadith
from the Prophet Js:£4{l=, exceeding 2000 in addition
to the fact that many of the senior Sahabah #z4is would
refer to her and seek her ruling on matters.

1 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3772; Jami‘ al-Tirmidht, Hadith: 3889, he graded

it hasan sahth.

2 Sayyidah ‘A’ishah @iy narrated 2210 ahadith and is the fourth most
prolific narrator of Hadith; after AbGi Hurayrah, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar, and
Anas ibn Malik #2giss. Refer to Ibn Hazm: Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 39,

and Ibn al-Jawz1: Talgth Fuhim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 363.
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Sayyidah Hafsah bint ‘Umar

Name and lineage

Hafsah bint ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ibn Nufayl ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza.
Her mother is Zaynab bint Maz‘ln, the sister of ‘Uthman ibn
MazTn ibn Habib ibn Wahb ibn Hudhafah «z&is,.

The Prophet s.&dle married her in the third year after
Hijrah after her husband Khunays ibn Hudhafah al-Badr1
iedls passed away on account of the wounds he sustained
during the Battle of Uhud.

She fasted often and would perform Salah diligently, hence
she was known as Sawwamah Qawwamah (lit. one who fasts
regularly and performs Salah abundantly).

She was born five years before Nubuwwah and passed away in
Sha'ban 45 AH; may Allah be pleased with her.

Merits and Status

1. She performed Hijrah with her husband. Ibn Sa‘d reports
from Abl Huwayrith:

ax&u&éﬂwwwé\bdﬁcj;ﬁ

Khunays ibn Hudhafah' married Hafsah bint ‘Umar. She

1 Khunays ibn Hudhafah 2555 is among the early Muhajirin. He emigrated
to Abyssinia and Madinah. He participated in the Battle of Badr and the
Battle of Uhud, where he sustained a fatal injury and passed away shortly
thereafter in Madinah. (Al-IstTab, vol. 1 pg. 134, al-Isabah, vol. 2 pg. 345.)
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Sayyidah Hafsah bint ‘Umar

remained with him and they emigrated to Madinah.!

2. She fasted often and performed abundant Salah, and
will be the wife of the Prophet i%«E4{l= in Jannah. Al-
Tabarani reports the narration from Qays ibn Zayd:
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The Prophet is<&4= gave Hafsah a single divorce... The
Prophet is:&d= then came to her. When he entered,
she covered herself. The Prophet iz«&dfi- then said to
her, “Jibril came to me and instructed, ‘Take Hafsah

back as she fasts often and performs Salah abundantly,

and she will be your wife in Jannah.””2

3. When the Mushaf was compiled during the Khilafah of
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr #zdis;, it remained with him until
his demise. It then remained with Sayyiduna ‘Umar
#edis during his Khilafah. After he passed away, it passed
on to Sayyidah Hafsah &zéis. It was borrowed from her
when Sayyiduna ‘Uthman 4% compiled it during his
Khilafah and was subsequently returned to her. It then
remained with her until she passed away.

1 Al-Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 8 pg. 81.
2 Al-Mujam al-Kabir, vol. 18 pg. 365, Hadith: 934; Mustadrak al-Hakim, vol.
4 pg. 16, Hadith: 6753; al-Silsilah al-Sahihah, Hadith: 2007; Sahih al-Jami* al-
Saghir, Hadith: 4351, al-Albani graded it hasan.
3 Sahih Ibn Hibban, Hadith: 4506, Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at graded it sahth.
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Sayyidah Zaynab bint Khuzaymah

Name and lineage

Zaynab bint Khuzaymah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Abd
Manaf ibn Hilal ibn ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah al-Hilaliyyah. She was
known as Umm al-Masakin (Mother of the destitute) on account
of her charity towards them.

Her husband, ‘Abd Allah ibn Jahsh ks, was martyred in the
Battle of Uhud; the Prophet iz.&idi> married her thereafter.
He married her shortly after he married Sayyidah Hafsah
gz, She only remained in the company of the Prophet

il for two or three months and passed away in 4 AH.

Despite their being no specific narrations regarding her
merits, the common merits mentioned for the blessed spouses
of the Prophet 4s.<&i{i= apply to her. A unique virtue in her
favour is that the Prophet A%<z performed Salat al-Janazah
upon her after her demise. This is exclusive to her from all
the Prophet’s d5.L4le later wives as none of them passed
away during his lifetime except Sayyidah Khadijah ¢zdis and
Sayyidah Zaynab bint Khuzaymah &is. The prayers of the
Prophet 454£45( is an undeniable mercy upon the believers.

49






Sayyidah Umm Salamah bint Abi Umayyah

Name and lineage

Umm Salamah Hind bint Abi Umayyah (Hudhayfah) al-
Makhztimiyyah al-Qurashiyyah. Her father was nicknamed
zad al-Rakib (Provision for the Rider) on account of his
generosity as he would take care of those who travelled with
him, leaving them with no need to carry any provisions. Her
mother is ‘Atikah bint ‘Amir al-Kinaniyyah, from the family of
the Bant Firas.

The Prophet is.edl> married her after her husband, Aba
Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad «zéis—her paternal cousin'—passed
away. Abli Salamah and Umm Salamah &y emigrated
together to Abyssinia and thereafter to Madinah. A weak
report suggests that she was the first woman to enter Madinah
in a camel carriage. She was one of the most beautiful women,
having the noblest of lineages.

Merits and Status

1. The Prophet As«<edle married her and supplicated for
her. Muslim reports from Sayyidah Umm Salamah gzdis;:
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1 He is also the cousin of the Prophet iz dfie; his mother is Umaymah
bint ‘Abd al-Muttalib, the Prophet’s iz<&ifl> paternal aunt.
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Sayyidah Umm Salamah bint Abi Umayyah

The Prophet iz«<df- sent Hatib ibn Abi Baltaah to
ask for my hand in marriage. I said to him, “I have a

daughter and I am very possessive.”

The Prophet isige replied, “As for her daughter, we
will ask Allah to make her independent of her mother;
and I will ask Allah to remove her possessiveness.™

2. The Prophet iz.&4( gave her the glad tidings of Jannah.
Ahmad reports from Sayyidah Umm Salamah gzdis:
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The Prophet i«&dfi- wrapped ‘Ali, Fatimah, al-Hasan,
and al-Husayn in a black shawl. He then supplicated,
“0 Allah, take my Ahl al-Bayt and me towards You; not

towards the Fire.”
[ entreated, “And me, O Messengers of Allah?”

The Prophet isai= said, “And you.”

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 918.

2 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 6 pg. 296, 304, Hadith: 26582, Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at
graded the chain weak. In another narration reported by ‘Umar ibn Abt
Salamah &z, the step-son of the Prophet <24z, Umm Salamah Gzdis
asked, “Am T with them, O Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet Fsife
replied, “You are upon your station and you are upon goodness.” (Jami*
al-Tirmidht, Hadith: 3205, 3787, al-Albant graded it sahih.) This narration
contains a clear virtue for Sayyidah Umm Salamah iz,
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Sayyidah Umm Salamah bint Abi Umayyah

3. Her wisdom and foresight were displayed on the Day of
al-Hudaybiyyah when the Prophet is.&d{le instructed
his Sahabah to slaughter their animals and shave their
heads. The Prophet is«Edfie issued this instruction
three times but the Sahabah, still clinging on to the
hope that they may enter Makkah, did not carry out this
instruction immediately. The Prophet is.&4{i= returned
to Umm Salamah &4 and said, “O Umm Salamah,
what is the matter with the people?”

BL] e (oS5 D ol s edsts A3 alll J s, L 2
g&l}dﬂ;bdl}-b °;>=’de¢~:>":“%“le“9
SIS Ll b U0

She replied, “O Messenger of Allah, the conditions you
have witnessed have come upon them. Do not speak to
any of them; but proceed to your animal and sacrifice
it, thereafter shave your head. When they see that you
have done so, they will follow suit.”

The Prophet As«Ldfie left and, without speaking to
anyone, slaughtered his animal and shaved his head. As
soon as the Sahabah #z4dis saw this, they too slaughtered
their animals and shaved their heads. Stirah al-Fath was
revealed a short while later on their return journey;
halfway between Makkah and Madinah.! The advice she
offered to the Prophet #<«&:{i= on this occasion indicates

to the intelligence and wisdom she was blessed with.

1 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 4 pg. 323, Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at graded the chain hasan.
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Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh

Name and lineage

Zaynab bint Jahsh ibn Rubab ibn Ya'mar al-Asadiyyah, an ally
of the Banii ‘Abd Shams. Her mother was Umaymah bint ‘Abd
al-Muttalib ibn Hashim, the paternal aunt of the Messenger
of Allah Js.afe.

She was from amongst the first group of Sahabah who
emigrated. The Prophet A5:£4{> married her in 3 AH. She
was previously in the wedlock of Zayd bin Harithah zzdis—
the freed slave of Allah’s Messenger isadfiz—the Sahabi
who was commonly referred to as Ibn Muhammad (the son
of Muhammad). It was concerning Zayd ibn Harithah and
Zaynab bint Jahsh &=z that the verses permitting marriage
to the wives of one’s adopted son were revealed; as the

Messenger of Allah Jz.&4{= adopted Zayd ibn Harithah zedis
before receiving Nubuwwah, due to which he was called Zayd
ibn Muhammad. Allah d&%%:2 abrogated this association with

His words:

Call them by [the names of] their fathers; it is more just in
the sight of Allah.!

Allah 35%=2 further clarified and emphasised this by
instructing the Messenger of Allah .24 to marry Zaynab
bint Jahsh @& with the following verse:

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 5.
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Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh
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So when Zayd had no longer any need for her, we married
her to you in order that there not be upon the believers any
discomfort concerning the wives of their adopted sons when

they no longer have need for them.!

Zaynab Gzdlz was amongst the leading women of her time
with regards to religion, piety, and generosity. She is the first
of the Ummahat al-Mu’'minin to pass away after the demise of
the Prophet As.ed{iz; she passed away in 20 AH.

Merits and Status

1. Allah d&%s:% performed her nikah (marriage ceremony)
to the Prophet iz.L4fle above the seven heavens:
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And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said to the one
on whom Allah bestowed favour and you bestowed favour,
“Keep your wife and fear Allah,” while you concealed within
yourself that which Allah is to disclose. And you feared

the people, while Allah has more right that you fear Him.

1 Siirah al-Ahzab: 37.
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Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh

So when Zayd had no longer any need for her, We married
her to you in order that there not be upon the believers any
discomfort concerning the wives of their adopted sons when
they no longer have need of them. And ever is the command
of Allah accomplished.!

She would boast to her cowives saying:
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Your families performed your marriage ceremonies

while Allah performed my marriage ceremony above
the seven heavens.?

2. Her marriage was the reason behind the revelation of
the Verse of Hijab (woman'’s veil). Al-Bukhart reported
with his chain from Sayyiduna Anas bin Malik zz&is:
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1 Strah al-Ahzab: 37.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 7420.
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When Zaynab was brought to the Messenger of Allah
ds:edi=, she was with him in the house. He prepared
a meal and invited the people (to partake of the
meal). (After finishing their meal) They sat down and
engaged in conversation. So the Prophet fzs.dfe left
and returned several times while they continued with
their conversations. Allah dS#sz then revealed the
verse, “O you who have believed, do not enter the houses
of the Prophet except when you are permitted for a meal,
without awaiting its readiness. But when you are invited,
then enter; and when you have eaten, disperse without
seeking to remain for conversation. Indeed, that [behaviour]
was troubling the Prophet, and he is shy of [dismissing] you.
But Allah is not shy of the truth. And when you ask [his
wives] for something, ask them from behind a partition.
That is purer for your hearts and their hearts. And it is
not [conceivable or lawful] for you to harm the Messenger
of Allah or to marry his wives after him, ever. Indeed, that
would be in the sight of Allah an enormity.” So the veil was

raised and the people stood to leave.?

3. The Prophet is<edfle would frequently praise her
from amongst his wives for her generosity and liberal
spending in the Path of Allah d&%s. Muslim reports
from Sayyidah ‘A’ishah wedis:

1 Strah al-Ahzab: 53.
2 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith 4792.
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Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh
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The Messenger of Allah is.&ife said, “The first of you
to meet me [i.e. the first to pass away] will be the one

with the longest hands amongst you.”

They (the wives) would measure their hands to see
whose was the longest. [But] Zaynab had the longest
hand among us; as she used to work with her hands

and spend in charity.!

4, ‘N’ishah @45 once said when recounting her virtues:
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I have never seen a woman more superior in din,
more Allah-fearing, more truthful, more conscious
of maintaining family ties, more generous, having a
greater sense of self-sacrifice in practical life and a
more charitable disposition that draws one closer to
Allah d&%ez2 than Zaynab.?

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith 2452.
2 Sahih Muslim, Hadith 2442.
59






Sayyidah Juwayriyah bint al-Harith

Name and lineage

Juwayriyah bint al-Harith ibn Abi Dirar ibn Habib al-
Khuza‘iyyah al-Mustaligiyyah. She fell captive in the Battle of
Bani al-Mustaliq, also known as the Battle of al-MuraysT, in
the fifth or sixth year after Hijrah. She was given to Thabit
ibn Qays 4l as part of his share of the booty. He made an
agreement with her for her to pay a certain amount of money
in exchange for her freedom. The Prophet sl assisted
her in fulfilling this payment and married her thereafter. She
was the widow of Musafi‘ ibn Safwan, who fought against the
Prophet 544 in the Battle of al-Muraysi” and was killed
therein. On account of her marriage to the Prophet sz,
the Muslims set free a hundred households of her family who
had been taken as captives. Thus, she was a source of great
blessings for her people. She passed away in 50 AH.

Merits and Status

1. She would perform abundant ‘badah (worship) and
would remember Allah excessively. Muslim reports
from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas &zgis:
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Sayyidah Juwayriyah bint al-Harith
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The Prophet iseife left her dwelling early in the
morning when he performed Salat al-Fajr while she
was [praying] in her prayer room. He returned after
performing Salat al-Duha (mid-morning optional Salah)

and she was sitting at her place.

The Prophet iz«eiafe asked, “You remained at the same

place since I left you?”

She replied in the affirmative, whereupon the Prophet
Jsedle stated, “After departing from you, I recited four
phrases three times; had they been weighed against
what you recited till now, they would be heavier:
Glory be to Allah and praise is due to Him, according
to the number of His creation and according to His
pleasure and according to the weight of His Throne,
and according to the ink (used in recording) words (for
His Praise).”!

2. The Prophet is.fdfle named her Juwayriyah; her
previous name was Barrah.

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 2726.
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Sayyidah Umm Habibah bint Abi Sufyan

Name and lineage

Umm Habibah Ramlah bint AbT Sufyan Sakhr ibn Harb ibn
Umayyah ibn ‘Abd Shams al-Umawiyyah. Her mother was
Safiyyah bint Abi al-‘As ibn Umayyah.

Sayyidah Umm Habibah wzdls was born seventeen years
before the Messenger of Allah Fs.5fe received Nubuwwah.
She accepted Islam with her husband, ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Jahsh
al-Asadi. They both emigrated to Abyssinia, where she gave
birth to a daughter named Habibah. ‘Ubayd Allah passed
away in Abyssinia. From his wives, she was the most closely
related to him in lineage; her lineage linked up to the Prophet
Josdeille at ‘Abd Manaf. She passed away in 44 AH.

Merits and Status

1. Umm Habibah @& honoured the Prophet Fs<&ifi= by
not allowing her father, who was an idolator at the time,
to sit upon his bedding, when he came to extend the
truce between the Muslims and the Quraysh.

2. She participated in the second emigration to Abyssinia.'

1 The Prophet &4 praised those who emigrated to Abyssinia and then
later to Madinah, saying that for them is the reward of two emigrations.
(Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2502.)
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Sayyidah Safiyyah bint Huyayy

Name and lineage

Safiyyah bint Huyayy ibn Akhtab ibn Sa‘yah of the Banu al-
Nadir. Al-Nadir is from the descendants of LawT ibn Ya'qub ibn
Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ®&iE, and then from the descendant of

Harln ibn ‘Tmran sk,

She was first married to Sallam ibn Mishkam and after him
to Kinanah ibn Abi al-Huqayq, who was killed in the Battle of
Khaybar. Sayyidah Safiyyah ¢4 was taken captive and given
to Dihyah al-Kalbi1 224 as his share from the spoils of war. He
made an agreement with her that she will pay for her freedom,
which was paid by the Prophet .4z, The Prophet dss« il
then freed her and married her; her freedom being her mahr
(dowry). She passed away in 52 AH.

Merits and Status

1. She married a Prophet i«Eiiiz, she was the daughter
of a Prophet, and her paternal uncle was a Prophet. Al-

Tirmidhi narrates from Sayyiduna Anas #edis:
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It reached Safiyyah that Hafsah said, “The daughter of

aJew,” so she wept.
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Sayyidah Safiyyah bint Huyayy

The Prophet iz&dfie entered upon her while she was
crying and asked her what made her cry. She explained,
“Hafsah said to me that I am the daughter of a Jew.”

The Prophet i<kdfe said, “You are certainly the
daughter of a Prophet, your uncle is a Prophet, and you
are married to a Prophet?; so what is she boasting over

you about?”
He then told Hafsah to fear Allah.?

2. The Prophet #<«&4{le praised her truthfulness when she
said to him in his final sickness:
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Harken, by the oath of Allah, O Prophet of Allah, I wish

to suffer your pain [instead].’

1 Your father is Harin, your uncle is Miis3, and I am your husband. In one
narration, the Prophet 1525 told her:
30 o3 O Glsdat i e e OUSSS aS s BV
Why did you not say, “And how are you two better than me, while
my husband is Muhammad, my father is Hartn, and my uncle is
Misa?” (Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, Hadith: 3892.)
2 Jami‘ al-Tirmidht, Hadith: 3894.
3 Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaqg, vol. 11 pg. 431, Hadith: 20922; Tabagat Ibn Sa'd,
vol. 8 pg. 128.

66



Sayyidah Maymuinah bint al-Harith

Name and lineage

Maymiinah bint al-Harith ibn Hazn [ibn Bujayr ibn al-Huzam
ibn Ruwaybah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Hilal ibn] ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah
al-Hilaliyyah. Her mother was Hind bint ‘Awf. She married
Mastd ibn ‘Amr al-Thaqafi, who separated from her. She
then married AbG Ruhm ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza but he passed away
shortly thereafter. Al-‘Abbas dis'—her representative—
married her to the Prophet 4%.&4e. The Prophet s
consummated the marriage at Sarif, near Makkah. She was the
last woman whom the Messenger of Allah .l married.
This marriage took place in the year 7 AH, during the ‘Umrat

al-Qada’ journey.

Merits and Status

1. The Messenger of Allah Js.edfe testified to her Tman.
Ibn ‘Abbas &zdis reports:
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The Messenger of Allah is.igz said, “The sisters who

are believers are: Maymiinah—the wife of the Prophet

1 Al-‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib &5 is the husband of her sister, Umm
al-Fadl bint al-Harith zedis. Accordingly, Sayyidah Maymiinah @& is the
maternal aunt of ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas &z4is,
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2.

Sayyidah Maymiinah bint al-Harith

iskife, her sister Umm al-Fadl bint al-Harith, her
sister Salma bint al-Harith—the wife of Hamzah, and

Asma’ bint ‘Umays—their uterine sister.”

The Prophet s> named her Mayminah. Al-Hakim
reports with his chain from Ibn ‘Abbas &=gis;:
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The name of my aunt, Maymiinah, was Barrah. The

Messenger of Allah izdie named her Maymiinah.?

1 Mustadrak al-Hakim, vol. 4 pg. 32-33, al-Hakim graded it sahih and al-

Dhahabt approved; Sahih al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, Hadith 2763; Silsilat al-Ahadith
al-Sahihah, Hadith: 1764, al-Albani graded it sahih.
2 Mustadrak al-Hakim, vol. 4 pg. 30.
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

Certainly, preaching the religion was of great importance to
the Ummahat al-Mu’'minin; there was no hadith they heard
except that they taught it to others in accordance with the
Prophetic injunction:

Co\...u R
May Allah delight the one who hears something from
us and conveys it as he heard it. Perhaps the one it is

conveyed to is more understanding than the one who
heard it.!

The Ummahat al-Mu’'minin accomplished this through their
vast knowledge and excellence in din. The jurists of that time
learnt from them the laws beneficial to all people. The books
on History have narrated to us a beneficial number of reports
of the Ummahat al-Mu'minin giving advice, commanding
good, and prohibiting evil.

It would not be incorrect to conclude that the early success
of the call to Allah d&%<2 was through Khadijah =i, She
was the first to believe in the Prophet i%.&d{e and to assist
him with her wealth and life. She is the best of the wives who
connected with the heart of the Prophet iz:&dfiz. When the
hardships of revelation intensified, the Messenger of Allah

Azsxdedfe would say regarding her—in remembrance of her:

1 Sahih al-Jami" al-Saghir, Hadith: 6764.
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin
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Verily, she accepted me when the people rejected me,
she believed me when the people belied me, and she

shared her wealth with me when the people deprived
me of theirs.!

She stood firmly in establishing the din of Allah d&%:2. Thus,

Allah 4% was pleased with her and, in exchange, Allah
Jd58s2 will ensure that she is pleased in the Hereafter.

Sayyidah ‘A’ishah al-Siddigah bint al-Siddiq €&k memorised
numerous ahadith from the Prophet 5.4z to disseminate
among the people. The jurists and scholars learnt from her.
People learnt from her and transmitted a large number
of rulings and etiquette from her to the extent that it was
affirmed:
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Verily, a quarter of the rulings of the Shartah is

narrated from her.

The scholars from the Sahabah and Tabi‘tn praised Sayyidah

5o~

‘A’ishah gzdis and her knowledge. Masriiq iz said:
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I saw the senior scholars from the Sahabah asking
‘A’ishah about inheritance.

1 Al-Isttab, vol. 1 pg. 589.
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin
When narrating from her, he would say:
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The truthful, daughter of the truthful, beloved of
the beloved of Allah, the one whose innocence was

declared from above the heavens, narrated to me.
Thus, I will not belie her.!

‘Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah iz said:
Ll

‘A’ishah was the most knowledgeable of people in figh,
the most learned among them, and the most sound in

judgement in matters of public concern.
Hisham ibn ‘Urwah narrates from his father:

I have not seen anyone more knowledgeable in figh,
medicine, and poetry than ‘A’ishah.?

‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr said:
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Only the one who regards her as his mother will grieve

for her.?

1 Siyar A'lam al-Nubala@’, vol. 2 pg. 181.
2 “Atif Sabir Shahin: Nisa’ Hawl al-Rasiil, pg. 66.
3 Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, vol. 2 pg. 185.
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

Hafsah bint ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr came to her wearing
a thin scarf, leaving her forehead uncovered. ‘A’ishah gy
tore it and asked her, “Do you not know what Allah J&Es
revealed in Strah al-NTr?” She then got another scarf and
gave it to her.

‘A’ishah ¢eédis would preach to the women saying:
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0O gathering of women, fear Allah—your Lord, perfect
your wudil’, establish your Salah, discharge your Zakah

with happiness, and obey your spouses in that which
you like or dislike.

She would say:
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The deputy of Allah over a woman is her husband. If
her husband is pleased with her, then Allah is pleased
with her. And if her husband is upset with her, then

Allah and His angels are upset with her because she

abides by what pleases her husband.

She would say:
dadens ooy adl bk O 6l all Jo 3l G e
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin
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From the rights of a husband upon his wife is that she
fulfils his conjugal rights, avoids his anger, pursues his
pleasure, increases his earnings (does not waste his

wealth), does not disobey his command, and protects

his honour in respect of her being.!

Zaynab bint Jahsh ¢zdis assumed the rank of a female scholar,
practicing believer, warner, and advisor for every believing
male and female due to her practice upon the Sunnah of the
Prophet As.Edle during his life as well as after his passing.
She protected her hearing and her sight from acquiring the
anger of Allah 45852, When the Prophet sz.&5i= asked her
regarding Sayyidah ‘A’ishah @&z on the occasion of 1fk?, she
said:

[ protect my hearing and my sight; I do not know about
her except good.

Umm al-Mu'minin Sayyidah Maymiinah @&z narrated to
the Ummah the laws concerning figh. For example, on the
Day of ‘Arafah when the people were in doubt as to whether
the Prophet is«Eifie was fasting or not, she sent milk to the
Prophet &4 when he stopped at his destination, which

1 Siyar A'lam al-Nubala@’, vol. 2 pg. 185.

2 The occasion of Itk is when Sayyidah ‘A’ishah iz was falsely accused
by the hypocrites of committing adultery.
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Preaching in the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

he drank while people were watching.! She also explained
the ghusl of the Prophet i%.&dfie after marital relations.?
Certainly, she was from the advisors and well-wishers of this
Ummah. May Allah be pleased with her and the rest of the

Ummahat al-Mu’minin.

1 Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 1124.
2 Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 317.
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A brief overview of the lives of the Ummahat al-

Mu’minin

Every wife of the Prophet A%<z passed away after
him, except Sayyidah Khadijah and Sayyidah Zaynab
bint Khuzaymah &:dks; both passed away during the
blessed life of the Prophet iz dsiie,

All of them are buried in Jannat al-Baqi (the cemetery
in Madinah) except Sayyidah Khadijah wdis who is
buried in al-Hajiin in Makkah, and Sayyidah Maymiinah
@il who is buried at Sarif, a place near TanTm, as
per her will, at the place where the Prophet is.die
consummated his marriage with her.

The lineage of ten of his wives links up with that of the
Prophet As«<&dfiz, through their fathers, namely: Umm
Habibah wedis;, Khadijah cedls, Umm Salamah Gedis,
‘Nishah i, Hafsah Gediss, Sawdah @iz, Zaynab bint
Jahsh gz, Juwayriyah Gedis, Zaynab bint Khuzaymah
Gedls, and Maymiinah wedis.

Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh’s @il lineage links up
with that of the Prophet ds«&d= both paternally and
maternally. Her mother was Umaymah bint ‘Abd al-
Muttalib, the paternal aunt of the Prophet ;.= and
her lineage links up at Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn
Ilyas from her father’s side.
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A Brief Overview of the Lives of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin

« The Prophet #s.&dfle changed the names of two of his
wives: both from Barrah to Maymiinah and Juwayriyah.!

« Zaynab bint Khuzaymah wedis;, Safiyyah wedis, Khadijah
Gedlss, and Maymiinah ¢zl were all previously married
twice before marrying the Prophet is«Edfiz. ‘A’ishah
Gz was the only virgin that the Prophet dsaifie
married.

1 It appears in Sahth Muslim that the Prophet 4s:&4di= also changed the
name of Zaynab bint Jahsh @&k from Barrah to Zaynab. (Sahih Muslim,
Hadith: 2141.) [Translator’s note]
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The Sequence of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin in
Accordance to the Ahadith They Narrated!

1. Sayyidah ‘A’ishah bint Abi Bakr &

She narrated a total of 2210 ahadith. 174 ahadith are agreed
upon by al-BukharT and Muslim. A further 54 ahadith are
recorded solely by al-Bukhari and a further 9 ahadith are
recorded solely by Muslim. Ahmad narrates more than 2000
of her ahadith in his al-Musnad.

2. Sayyidah Umm Salamah bint Abi Umayyah cziis

Al-Dhahabi confirmed that 378 ahadith have been narrated
from her. 13 of her ahadith are agreed upon by al-Bukhari and
Muslim. A further 3 are recorded solely by al-BukharT and a
further 13 are recorded solely by Muslim.

3. Sayyidah Maymiinah bint al-Harith ¢zdis
Al-Dhahabr affirms that 7 of her ahadith are agreed upon by
al-Bukhart and Muslim. A further 1 is reported solely by al-
BukharT and a further 5 are recorded solely by Muslim. He
suggests that she narrated 13 ahadith in total.

According to al-Shaykh al-Muhaqqiq ‘Trfan al-Tsha, she
narrated more than that because Ahmad narrated ahadith

1 The narrations of the Ummahat al-Mu’minin mentioned hereunder are
derived from the following sources: Ibn Hazm: Asma’ al-Sahdbah al-Ruwat,
Ibn al-Jawzi: Talgih Fuhtiim Ahl al-Athar, al-Dhahabi: Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, a
transcript by Baqt ibn Makhlad which contains a list of the narrations of
all the Sahababh, al-Shaykh ‘Irfan al-Tsha Hustinah al-Dimashqt: Nisa’ fi Zill
Rasil Allah.
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from her in his al-Musnad, beginning from 26858 until 26961
in volume ten. In Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, 76 ahadith are
reported from her. Al-Muhaqqiq quoted, in the footnotes
of his book mentioned above, the statement of Kahhalah
recorded in Alam al-Nisa’, “In Matali* al-Anwar, it is recorded
that she narrated 77 ahadith. In al-Kamal fi Ma'rifat al-Rijal, 46
narrations are declared. In the compilation of letters of Dar
al-Kutub al-Zahiriyyah (letter: 32), it is mentioned that she
narrated 79 ahadith.”

4. Sayyidah Umm Habibah bint Abi Sufyan cedis

In Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, it is mentioned that she narrated
65 ahadith. Ibn al-Jawzl mentioned the same regarding her.
Al-Dhahabi concurs. Al-Bukhari and Muslim agreed upon 2 of
her ahadith and Muslim narrated another 2.2

5. Sayyidah Hafsah bint ‘Umar zdis

Ibn Hazm declared that she narrated a total of 60 ahadith.
The same was stated by Ibn al-Jawzi. Al-Dhahabi agrees that
her narrations in Musnad Baqt ibn Makhlad amount to 60. Al-
BukharT and Muslim agreed upon 4 of her narrations. Muslim
has another 7 to the exclusion of al-Bukhari. Al-Shaykh ‘Irfan
said, “Ahmad reported 44 of her ahadith in al-Musnad, from
26485 until 26529.

1 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 68.

2 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 72; Talgth Fuhtim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 365; Nisa’

fr Zill Rasul Allah, pg. 208.

3 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 75; Talgih Fuhiim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 365; Siyar
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6. Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh czdis

Ibn Hazm and Ibn al-Jawzi said that she narrated a total of 11
ahadith.! Al-Shaykh ‘Irfan states, “Her narrations in Musnad
Ahmad are from 26813 until 26816 and from 27483 until
27486.*

7. Sayyidah Safiyyah bint Huyayy cedis

Ibn Hazm and Ibn al-Jawzi said that she narrated a total of 10
ahadith. Al-Dhahabi concurs and elaborates that 1 hadith is
agreed upon by al-Bukhari and Muslim.?

8. Sayyidah Juwayriyah bint Harith iz
Ibn Hazm and Ibn al-Jawzi stated that she narrated a total of
7 ahadith. Al-Dhahabi stated the same and elaborated further

that 1 is reported by al-BukharT and 2 by Muslim.* ‘Irfan al-
‘Isha added, “The ahadith narrated by her in Musnad Ahmad

A'lam al-Nubald’, vol. 2 pg. 228; Nisa’ fi Zill Rasl Allah, pg. 124.
1 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 153; Talqth Fuhim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 369.
2 Nisa’ fi Zill Rasul Allah, pg. 182. Al-Shaykh ‘Irfan lists them: Jami‘ al-
Tirmidht, Hadith: 2187; Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, Hadith: 19061, Sahih
Ibn Hibban, Hadith: 867, al-Bayhagqt: Al-Sunan al-Kubra, 10/93; al-Baghawr:
Sharh al-Sunnah, Hadith: 4201; Malik: Al-Muwatta’, Hadith: 1268; Sunan al-
Nasa't, Hadith: 3500.
3 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 155; Talgth Fuhim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 369;
Siyar Alam al-Nubald@’, vol. 2 pg. 238. Her ahadith can be found in: Sahih
al-Bukhart, Hadith: 2035; Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2175; and Musnad Ahmad,
Hadith: 26927, 26929. (Nisa’ fi Zill Rasal Allah, pg. 239.)
4 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 371; Talgth Fuhum Ahl al-Athar, pg. 371;
Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, vol. 2 pg. 263.
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are from 26817 until 26820 and contain others that have not
been mentioned.”*

9. Sayyidah Sawdah bint Zam‘ah ¢zl

Ibn Hazm and Ibn al-Jawzi confirmed that she narrated a total
of 5 ahadith.?

10. Sayyidah Khadijah bint Khuwaylid ¢z

No narrations have been reported from her.

11. Sayyidah Zaynab bint Khuzaymah i

No narrations have been reported from her.

This is what could be gathered regarding the narrations
of the Ummahat al-Mu'minin, to highlight their efforts in
propagating the words of the Messenger of Allah ez,

1 Nisa’ fi Zill Rasul Allah, pg. 200.

2 Asma’ al-Sahabah al-Ruwat, pg. 222; Talgth Fuhim Ahl al-Athar, pg. 372.
Here is a list of her narrations: Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 6686, 6749; Sahth
Muslim, Hadith: 1457; Musnad Ahmad, Hadith: 27487, 27488, 27489, 6127,
and Sunan al-Nasa’t, Hadith: 3485.
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Conclusion

We have presented a small sketch of the noble traits of the
Ummahat al-Mu’minin, which we will hold onto as a generous
provision to keep us afloat amidst the tides of derision raised
against them.

It is incumbent upon our daughters and wives to learn
about them, propagate it, adorn themselves with those same
virtues, and follow in their footsteps. This will make them of
those who have the best of character and exemplary strength.
In so doing, we will uphold the right of the Ummahat al-
Mu’'minin with regards to their reverence, honour, dignity,
and greatness. And to honour the Prophet is.&dfle means
honouring his wives as well.
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