
In conclusion, believing in Khatm al-Nubuwwah is an 
essential tenet of faith. It is categorically established and 
therefore undeniable or uninterpretable in a way which 
contradicts its primary understanding. It entails that 
every type of prophethood and every type of revelation 
and all types of divine nomination and communication 
have come to an end with Rasūlullāh g, who was the last 
of the infallible Messengers of Allah g. Directly or 
indirectly contradicting this 
particular tenet is essentially 
denying a fundamental tenet of 
Dīn, which will render one out of 
the fold of Islam. 

False claimants of prophethood emerged very early in 
our history and although they were defeated by Abū Bakr 
al-Ṣiddīq and the Ṣaḥābah j, these false prophets 
opened the door for others who would follow in their 
deviancy. Hence, we find that in different eras of history, 
various groups emerged, some emphatically claiming 
prophethood for their founders and others indirectly 
ascribing to them attributes, functions, and duties which 
are solely the attributes, functions, and duties of the 
Ambiyā’ n, thereby denying the Khatm al-Nubuwwah 
(finality of prophethood) of the Nabī g. 

Ÿ She was an Sajāḥ bint al-Ḥārith: 
Arab Christian lady who claimed 
prophethood, and later joined 
forces with Musaylamah al-
Kadhāb.  Thereafter,  upon 
receiving the news of the arrival 
of Khālid ibn al-Walīd h, 
retreated back to her lands and 
abandoned her claims. [Al-
Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, 6/321]

Believing in the Khatm al-Nubuwwah 
(finality of the prophethood) of the 
Nabī g is a fundamental tenet of 
Islam. It entails that every type of 
prophethood and revelation - in fact, 
all types of divine nomination and 
communication - have ended with 
Rasūlullāh g. [Muftī Shafīʿ: Khatm 
Nubuwwat, pg. 11] It is categorically 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  
incontrovertible (Mutawātir); for it is 
proven directly - and indirectly - from 
approximately 100 verses of the 
Qur’ān and 200 aḥādīth of Rasūlullāh 
g. [Maʿārif al-Qur’ān, 7/164]

Rasūlullāh g informed us, “Surely there will emerge in 
my Ummah charlatans and liars, close to thirty, each one 
of them will claim to be a prophet.” [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, 7271] 
People who have claimed prophethood throughout 
history are numerous. However, those intended in the 
ḥadīth are false prophets who earned acclaim, attracted 
a huge following, and were successful in misleading the 
people. [Fatḥ al-Bārī, 6/616] Hereunder are a few false 
claimants of prophethood, who appeared after the 
demise of the Nabī g:

Ÿ Al-Aswad al-ʿAnsī: He was from Yemen and also 
claimed prophethood. He was eliminated by Fayrūz al-

Daylamī h, 18 days after the 
demise of the Nabī g. [Ibid., 
6/310]

Ÿ He was from the Musaylamah al-Kadhāb (the Liar): 
tribe of Banū Ḥanīfah and claimed prophethood prior 
to the demise of the Nabī g. He was followed by the 
majority of his people and was eventually killed and his 
group disbanded during the Khilāfah of Abū Bakr h. 
[Al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, 6/325]

Ÿ  He claimed Ṭulayḥah al-Asadī:
prophethood initially, but 

after suffering defeat, he fled and 
subsequently embraced Islam, 
becoming a devout Muslim. 
[Ṭabaqāt Ibn Saʿd, 6/155,156]

Rasūlullāh  also said, “My example amongst the prophets is like a person who built a house. He perfected it, completed it, beauti�ed g
it, and left the space of one brick. The people walked around it and were impressed with its splendour and said, ‘If only the place of that 

brick was �lled.’ I am that brick and I am the seal of the Prophets.” [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim: 2286c]

“Muḥammad is not the father of anyone of your men, but he is the messenger of Allah and seal of the prophets. 

And ever is Allah, of all things, knowing.” [Sūrah al-Aḥzāb: 40]

Rasūlullāh  said, “I am the seal of the prophets; there will be no Nabī after me.” [Sunan al-Tirmidhī: 2219] g
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