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BATTLE OF UHUD
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The Battle of Badr had been fought in Ramadan 2 AH and the disbelievers of Makkah had suffered a humiliating defeat.
The pride of the Mushrikin had been broken, a well prepared army of a thousand men defeated by a small band of 313
Muslims, leaving the most prominent fighters and chiefs of the disbelievers killed. The desire of revenge that now raged

in the hearts of the disbelievers could only be extinguished with the blood of the Muslims.

Emissaries were, thus, sent to all the tribes to enlist their men against the Muslims, and they managed to enlist the
support of two well-known tribes Kinanah and Tihamah, along with a number of the desert Bedouins. The profits from
the caravan of Abt Sufyan, which amounted to 1000 camels and 50 000 Dinars, were used to provide equipment for the
army. A contingent of 3000 warriors, of whom 700 were mailed soldiers and 200 well-mounted cavalry, with 3000 camels

and 15 women was prepared. And in Shawwal 3 AH, they marched on Madinah. Their leader Abt Sufyan ibn Harb.

The Muslims had received reports of the advancing army and the Prophet z«&di= consulted with his noble Sahabah.
The Prophet i5<&4fte had seen a dream from which he discerned that it would be best to launch a defence from Madinah
and not travel out. Thus, he offered a suggestion that his Companions should not go out of Madinah and that they
should encamp themselves within the city. He was of the opinion that the enemies should be left in the open to exhaust
themselves and thus the Muslims would not risk a battle. But if they thought of attacking Madinah, Muslim men would

be ready to fight them at the mouths of lanes; whereas Muslim-women would help from over the house roofs.

Some of the honourable Companions, who had not been present at Badr, suggested that the Prophet 4s:£4 should go
out of Madinah and urged him to accept their point of view. They said, “O Messenger of Allah =&z, for a long time
we have been looking forward to this day; and we have implored Allah to make such a day draw near. Thanks to Allah
it is time to fight. So, let us go out and fight our enemies lest they should think that we have lost heart and do not dare
to fight them.”* Agreeing with them was the Lion of Allah and His Rasil, Sayyiduna Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, the
paternal uncle of the Prophet Js«&die, who was the most enthusiastic to go out and meet the disbelievers. He said to the
Prophet &4z, “By Allah, Who has sent the Book down unto you, I will not taste food till T fight them with my sword
outside Madinah.”

The Prophet #zs:4fz agreed to their request and it was decided that the enemy should be resisted outside the city, at
Uhud. The Prophet 45424 set out with 1000 men and encamped at Uhud, appointing generals and positioning his army.
On the eve of battle 300 hypocrites fled, leaving the Muslims outnumbered 4:1.> The sudden departure of the hypocrites
was disheartening, and the Bant Harithah and Bant Salamah were almost overwhelmed and thought of leaving too, but
Allah strengthened their hearts and kept their feet firm.* Allah 5% says:

1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 1/750.

2 Sirah al-Halabiyyah, 2/14.
3 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah, 1/750.
4 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 1/751.
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And [remember] when you, [0 Muhammady], left your family in the morning to post the believers at their stations for the battle [of
Uhud], and Allah is Hearing and Knowing. When two parties among you were about to lose courage, but Allah was their ally; and

upon Allah the believers should rely. [Al ‘Tmran: 121,122]

With his faithful band of Companions, the Prophet As«&4{i= prepared for Battle. The Messenger of Allah #s.4= arranged
the Sahabah into two rows. He selected fifty skilful archers and put them under the command of ‘Abd Allah ibn Jubayr Al-
AnsarT al-AwsT Al-Badri. The Prophet #.£4{i clarified the mission of this squad, “Drive off the horses from us by means
of arrows, lest they should attack us from behind (the rear). Whether we win the battle or lose it, stand steadily in your
position and mind that we are not attacked from your side.”* In another version reported by al-Bukhari, the Prophet
Ao said, “If you see us snatched into pieces by birds, do not leave this position of yours till I send for you. And if you

see that we have defeated the enemy and trodden on them do not desert your position till I send for you.”

The Prophet Fs4&4fl= appointed Sayyiduna Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr as commander of the Muhajirin, while Sayyiduna Usayd
ibn Hudayr was appointed as commander of the Aws and Sayyiduna Hubab ibn Mundhir was appointed as commander of
the Khazraj from the Ansar. Sayyiduna Mundhir ibn ‘Amr was put in charge of the right wing of the Muslim army, while
Sayyiduna Zubayr and Sayyiduna Migdad were put in charge of the left wing of the Muslim army.?

The battle began with single combat, in which all the Mushrik warriors were defeated:

Sayyiduna Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam fought and killed Talhah ibn Abi Talhah in single combat.

Sayyiduna Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib fought and killed ‘Uthman ibn Abi Talhah.

Sayyiduna ‘Asim ibn Thabit fought and defeated Abai Sa’id ibn Abi Talhah.

And Sayyiduna Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah fought and killed Jallas ibn Talhah in single combat.

Artat ibn Shurahbil stepped forward to challenge the Muslims and Sayyiduna Ali ibn Abi Talib fought and killed him.*

The Mushrik warriors were soundly defeated and the spirit and zeal of the Muslims was lifted. The spirit of Faith
overwhelmed the Muslims’ ranks; so they rushed among the idolaters as if they had been an outbreak of a destructive
flood that overflowed and knocked down all dams and barriers standing in its way “I seek death, I seek death.” That was

their announced motto on Uhud.®

Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib displayed wonderful feats of gallantry against the overwhelming odds which stood
unparalleled and created consternation and confusion in the disbelieving hosts. Heroes dispersed off his way as if they
had been tree-leaves blown away by strong wind. In addition to his effective contribution to the annihilation of the
idolaters who stood in defence of the standard, he was even of much greater effect at fighting against men of bravery
and distinguished horsemen. It was Allah’s Will that he be murdered when he was at the top. He was not killed in a
face-to-face fight on the battlefield—in the normal way by which heroes die—but rather assassinated in the back as was

the custom of killing generous and noble men that were impossible to kill in an honourable fight. Wahshi ibn Harb, saw

1 Strah Ibn Hisham, 2/65, 66.

2 Sahth al-Bukhari, # 3039.

3 Al-Rahiq al-Makhtim, pg. 302.

4 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah, 1/754.

5 Al-Rahiq al-Makhtim, pg. 308.




him amidst people fighting. He was getting ready and trying to seize the fit opportunity to spear him, he hid sometimes
behind a tree or a rock hoping that he might draw nearer and be within range. He flung his spear at the great Lion of
Allah and martyred him.!

Although the death of Asadullah—the Lion of Allah—and His Messenger, Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, was a great loss,

the Muslims maintained full control over the whole situation on the battlefield.

The archers whom the Messenger of Allah 45424 located on the Archers Mountain, had the upper hand in administering
the war activities to go in favour of the Muslim army. The Makkan horsemen—commanded by Khalid ibn al-Walid—had
for three times attacked the left wing of the Muslim army with the aim of crushing it and then infiltrating into the rear
to create a sort of confusion and disorder in the ranks of the Muslims and subsequently inflict heavy defeat on them. But

thanks to the dexterity and great efforts of the archers, the three assaults were thwarted.

On that day, Abti Bakr, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, ‘Alf ibn Abi Talib, Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam, Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr, Talhah ibn
‘Ubayd Allah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Jahsh, Sa'd ibn al-RabT, and Anas ibn al-Nadr and others all fought so fiercely, effectively, and
efficiently that they broke the strong will of the idolaters and scattered them. In a short time the army of the Mushrikin

was routed. This was the fulfilment of Allah’s promise and victory was achieved.

Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib said, “When we fought them, they fled, and their women could be seen fleeing in the mountains with

their anklets and legs revealed.”? The Muslims pursued the enemy putting them to sword and collecting the spoils.

The Fatal Mistake

While the small army of Islam were recording the second absolute and clear victory over the Makkans—which was no
less in splendour and glory than the first one at Badr—the majority of the archers on the mountainside committed a fatal

mistake that turned the whole situation upside down, and constituted a source of heavy losses amongst the Muslims.

The archers were ordered to hold their position whatever the course of the battle. In spite of those strict orders, and
their leader’s—Abd Allah ibn Jubayr—warning, 40 archers deserted their posts, and began collecting the spoils of war.

The remaining 10 abided by the Prophet’s order and stayed where they were. This left the mountain pass inadequately
defended.

Khalid ibn al-walid seized this golden opportunity to turn swiftly round to the rear of the Muslim army and encompass
them. Ibn Jubayr and his group were martyred, and the Makkan cavalry fell upon the rear of the Muslims. The battle cries
of the cavalry signalled that the Battle was still on and the Mushrikin launched a vicious counterattack with the Muslim

army fighting on the front and the rear, completely encircled by the Mushrikin.

Tides Turn and Disaster

The Messenger of Allah il was then among a small group of fighters at the rear of the army, watching the
engagement and braving the Muslim fighters. The matchless courage of the Prophet is«&iii= led him to call out, in an
attempt to rescue his Companions from peril and rally them once more, “O Slaves of Allah,” he shouted. He called out
unto them risking his life in this delicate situation. The idolaters recognized him and reached his position even before

the other Muslims could do so.

1 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 1/753.

2 Sahth al-Bukhari, # 3039.




The defenders of the Prophet &

The fight flared up around the Messenger of Allah As+&4{z, around whom 14 Sahabah—7 Muh3jirin and 7 Ansar—stood
like an immovable brick wall, defending the Prophet Az,

The names of those who defended the Prophet 4s«&4ii= during the counter attack of the Mushrikin:

Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd Allah,
Sa‘d ibn AbT Waqqas,

Abi ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah,
Abii Bakr,

‘Umar,

‘AlT ibn Abi Talib,

Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam,
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf,
Abii Dujanah,

Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr,

Umm ‘Umarah,

Sahl ibn Hunayf,

Malik ibn Sinan,

Qatadah ibn Nu'man,

Hatib ibn Balta‘ah,

and Abi Talhah al-Ansari. (May Allah be pleased with them)

The heroics of Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd Allah and Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas &4, stand out more than any other during this perilous

moment. The Messenger of Allah is:&4l= emptied his quiver of arrows, handing them to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, saying,
“Shoot, O Sa'd! May my father and mother be sacrificed for you!”

Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd Allah #2685 shielded the Prophet ds«&ifl= from all sides, sustaining more than 40 wounds from sword,
dagger, and spear; even shielding the Prophet #%.&4{ with his arm from the arrows being fired at him, resulting in his
arm becoming paralyzed.?

Tragedy Strikes

A huge boulder was than flung at the Prophet 4s«&4=, which broke his tooth and he was dealt a heavy blow on his cheek
that caused two rings of his iron-ringed helmet to penetrate into his holy cheek. All these events happened in no time.
The Prophet’s Companions had rushed to assist the Prophet A<, AbT Bakr al-Siddiq ks the first to rush towards
him but Abt ‘Ubaydah rushed passed him and urged Abt Bakr &5 to allow him to assist the Prophet iz, Very
slowly and carefully, using his teeth he pulled the link out, and consequently, his front tooth fell out. He then proceeded
to pull the second out, and lost another tooth in the process.*

The number of idolaters were steadily increasing; and their attacks, naturally, got severer. The Muslims showed

unprecedented rare heroism and marvellous sacrifices. Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr 455 fought fiercely and violently defending

1 Al-Rahiq al-Makhtam.
2 Sahih al-Bukhari, # 4059.
3 Sahih al-Bukhari, # 3724.

4 Musnad al-Bazzar, 1/38, # 63.




the Prophet Js+&4= against the attacks of the Mushirkin. He was martyred while defending the Prophet A& and the

Mushrikin, on account of his resemblance to the Prophet sz, yelled out, “Muhammad has been killed.™

The Muslims were shattered, their hearts in their throats, some thinking that the battle had been lost chose to retreat,
and others chose to surrender to the fate of the Battle and fight till death. The polytheists believing they did really

achieve their main objective turned towards mutilating the dead bodies instead.

Ka'b ibn Malik 855 was the first to recognize the Prophet 4s:&4(= alive and shouted as loudly as he could, “O Muslims!,
Rejoice! The Messenger of Allah is<edfle is alive” But the Messenger of Allah F%.E4fle signalled to him to stop lest
his position should be given away.? The Muslims immediately raced towards the source of the shout which brought
about 30 Companions to gather around the Prophet z:4fle. The Messenger of Allah .- started drawing a planned
withdrawal to the hillocks nearby.

Allah speaks of this in the Qur’an:
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And Allah had certainly fulfilled His promise to you when you were killing the enemy by His permission until [the time] when you
lost courage and fell to disputing about the order [given by the Prophet] and disobeyed after He had shown you that which you
love. Among you are some who desire this world, and among you are some who desire the Hereafter. Then he turned you back from
them [defeated] that He might test you. And He has already forgiven you, and Allah is the possessor of bounty for the believers.
[Remember] when you [fled and] climbed [the mountain] without looking aside at anyone while the Messenger was calling you
from behind. So Allah repaid you with distress upon distress so you would not grieve for that which had escaped you [of victory
and spoils of war] or [for] that which had befallen you [of injury and death]. And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with what you do. [Al
Imran: 152, 153]

In the ensuing chaos, some took to the mountains and others stood firm. In this state of pandemonium the rumour that
the Mushrikin had killed the Prophet is«&il= made the plight and suffering of the Sahabah pale in comparison. Allah

dsBes, after reproaching the Sahabah for their shortcoming, announced that He has already forgiven them.

Mercy Descends

Amidst this chaos, Allah’s 3582 divine assistance and mercy descends:
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Then after distress, He sent down upon you security [in the form of] drowsiness, overcoming a faction of you, while another faction
worried about themselves, thinking of Allah other than the truth-the thought of ignorance, saying, “Is there anything for us [to
have done] in this matter?” Say, “Indeed, the matter belongs completely to Allah .” They conceal within themselves what they will

not reveal to you. They say, “If there was anything we could have done in the matter, some of us would not have been killed right

1 Sirah Ibn Hisham, 2/73.

2 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 1/763.




here.” Say, “Even if you had been inside your houses, those decreed to be killed would have come out to their death beds.” [It was]
so that Allah might test what is in your breasts and purify what is in your hearts. And Allah is Knowing of that within the
breasts. Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met, it was Satan who caused them to slip because of some

[blame] they had earned. But Allah has already forgiven them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing. [Al Imran: 154, 155]

The mercy of Allah descended and the believers, despite their wounds and losses, were overcome with drowsiness,
putting their hearts and minds at ease. The hypocrites on the other hand were more concerned about themselves and
began questioning the decree of Allah. They said that if they had not left Madinah and remained at home then they
would not have been killed. Allah instructed the Muslims to inform them that there is no escaping the decree of Allah,

whether one be on the battlefield or lying on his bed he will only pass on when and how Allah decrees.

The defeat at Uhud was a test, measuring their level of faith and sincerity, and this is best gauged during moments of
adversity. The admonition of Allah was also a means of purification for false conviction that may have resided or could

have entered the heart.

Addressing those who gave in to their human impulses and retreated during the Mushrikin counterattack, Allah consoles
them after addressing their faults, announcing that he has forgiven them. Allah affirms the sincerity of their faith despite
them faltering and having to suffer defeat, announcing His forgiveness of them for the second time, leaving no room

for the sceptics. And all praise belongs to Allah, Who is All Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

Defeat and victory after defeat

‘N’ishah bint AbT Bakr Gz, Umm Sulaym Gedls, Fatimah ¢dks, and other woman were tending to the wounded. They
carried water bags on their shoulders and emptied them into the mouths of people. Then they would go back to fill them
and come back to do the same.'

Before the Mushrikin left the Battlefield, Abu Sufyan went up the mountain and called out, “Is Muhammad s
among you?” They did not answer him.,

Then he asked, “Is Ibn Abi Quhafah (i.e. Abii Bakr) among you?” They did not answer.

He asked again, “Is ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab among you?” They did not answer him,; for the Prophet ds:&4{ forbade them

to.

He only asked about those three. That is because he and his people knew quite well that the call to Islam depended to a

large degree on those men. Abt Sufyan then said, “As for those three, we have relieved you of them.”

‘Umar could not help but talking, so he said, “O enemy of Allah, those whom you have just mentioned, I tell you that they
are still alive. Allah has maintained what you hate.”

Abu Sufyan answered, “The mutilation of your killed is something I did not order it; but it did not displease me either.”
Then he shouted: “Let Hubal be sublime!”

The Prophet 45+£4{= told them to reply, “Allah is more Sublime and Exalted and Mightier as well.”

He said, “Al-‘Uzza is ours but you have no ‘Uzza.”

1 Sahth al-Bukhari, # 2880.




The Prophet is«&iii= told them to reply, “Allah is our Protector, but you have no protector.”

Abu Sufyan said, “Today is a vengeance for Badr. This for that. War is attended with alternate success.”
‘Umar’s replied, “No! They are not the same! Our slain are housed in Paradise; but yours are in Fire.”?

70 Muslims were martyred and most of them from the Ansar, 65 from the Ansar and 5 from the Muhajirin.

The night, after their return from Uhud, the Muslims spent that night in a state of emergency. They stayed on the alert,
and spent that night guarding the entrances of Madinah, despite their wounds and exhaustion.

Hamra’ al-Asad

The Messenger of Allah iz spent the night pondering over the situation. He feared that the idolaters might think —
while they were still on their way to Makkah — of reversing their way and diverting to Madinah after they had realized
that they had availed nothing of that victory. They might regret and decide to invade Madinah as a compensation.
Therefore the Messenger of Allah As.£4{= was determined to go out in pursuit of the Makkan army. The Prophet Az«
called out unto people and ordered them to march to encounter the enemy of Islam. This took place the very next day
after the battle of Uhud. He said, “Nobody will march to the fight except those who have already participated in Uhud.”

Whilst the Muslims were suffering from the pains, wounds, anguish on the loss of their loved ones, they responded to
his call. The Muslims marched out until they reached a place called Hamra’ al-Asad—about eight miles from Madinah,

where they laid camp.

The Messenger’s izs«&dfie fears of a possible return of the idolaters proved to be absolutely true. For no sooner had the
idolaters dismounted and encamped at al-Rawha’—a place thirty-six miles from Madinah, they started reproaching one

another. The majority of the polytheists were determined to return to Madinah and put an end to Islam once and for all.

It was then that they were informed that the Prophet 444> and his Sahabah had set out in pursuit of them, and were
not lying crestfallen in Madinah, vulnerable to attack. The reports even suggested that the Muslim army had been
reinforced which filled the hearts of the Mushrikin with fear. They consequently deemed it safest to complete their
withdrawal back to Makkah. They, however, as an alternative, started a propaganda aiming at dissuading the Muslims
army from pursuing them, they spread the rumour that the Makkans had rallied their ranks to annihilate the Messenger
and his Companions but this rumour had no effect, on the contrary, it increased them in Faith. The Messenger of Allah
dssudediie stayed at Hamra' al-Asad for three days and then returned to Madinah.*

The mission of Hamra’ al-Asad is not a separate battle, but rather a part, or more specifically, a conclusion to Uhud. It was
meant to restore the honour of the Sahabah the eyes of the masses. Allah 3% makes special mention of this, speaking

of the Sahabah in glowing terms:
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1 Sahth al-Bukhari, # 3039.
2 Musnad Ahmad, 1/287.
3 zad al-Ma‘ad, 3/216.

4 Al-Rahiq al-Makhtim, pg. 340.




Those [believers] who responded to Allah and the Messenger after injury had struck them. For those who did good among them and
feared Allah is a great reward. Those to whom hypocrites said, “Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so fear them.” But
it [merely] increased them in faith, and they said, “Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs.” So they
returned with favour from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched them. And they pursued the pleasure of Allah, and
Allah is the possessor of great bounty. [Al Imran: 172-174]

The Sahabah had indeed suffered a major loss at Uhud and returned to Madinah severely injured and crestfallen. They
had barely settled when their Iman was put to the test. And so the Sahabah, wounds still bleeding, limbs severed, limping
and paralyzed; answered the call of Allah and His Prophet #s:&4> marching some nine miles to Hamra’ al-Asad to meet
the Mushrikin army. Such was their state that two brothers from the Ansar—critically wounded, one unable to even
stand—having no horse or camel walked the distance of nine miles to join the Prophet =&z, the stronger carrying
his wounded brother the entire journey. While no battle ensued, the Mushrikin awestruck by the fervour of the Prophet

dss:deiie and his Sahabah, and they returned with the bounty and pleasure of Allah. By Allah’s favour, the Sahabah were

able to redeem themselves; so that no critic may doubt or ever question their integrity and sincerity of faith.

May Allah d&8a2 grant us the same fervour and determination for Islam as that of the Sahabah, and unite us with them

in the everlasting gardens of Paradise.




