Battle of

In Shawwal 3 AH, the Mushrikin marched on Madinah. On the
insistence of his Companions, Nabi 42, set out to confront them
at Uhud. On the eve of the battle, 300 hypocrites deserted the
Muslim army, leaving them outnumbered 4:1. The sudden
departure of the hypocrites was disheartening, and the Bana
Harithah and Bani Salamah were almost overwhelmed and

thought of leaving too, but Allah & strengthened their hearts and

kept them resolute. Allah & says: “And [remember] when you, [0
Muhammad], left your family in the morning to post the believers at
their stations for the battle [of Uhud], and Allah is Hearing and Knowing.
When two parties among you were about to lose courage, but Allah was
their ally; and upon Allah the believers should rely.” [Al ‘Imran:
121,122]

All the Mushrik warriors were swiftly defeated in single combat
after which the Muslims charged, routing the army of the

Mushrikin in a short time. This was the fulfilment of Allah’s &

promise and victory was achieved. Nabi ¢ had strategically
positioned 50 archers on a hill so as to prevent the Mushrikin
from flanking the Muslim army. They had strict instructions not
toleave this position. Seeingthatthe Mushrikin had fled, a group
of them came down to gather the spoils of war. The Mushrikin
took advantage of this and attacked from the rear, breaking the
Muslim ranks and leaving them in utter disarray. In the ensuing
chaos, some took to the mountains and others stood firm. A

rumour then spread that NabT ¢ had been killed, which made

their own plight and suffering pale in comparison. Allah &, after
reproaching the Sahabah for their shortcoming, announced that
He had already forgiven them: “And Allah had certainly fulfilled His
promise to you when you were killing the enemy by His permission until
[the time] when you lost courage and fell to disputing about the order
[given by the Prophet] and disobeyed after He had shown you that which
you love. Among you are some who desire this world, and among you are
some who desire the Hereafter. Then he turned you back from them
[defeated] that He might test you. And He has already forgiven you, and
Allah is the possessor of bounty for the believers. [Remember] when you
[fled and] climbed [the mountain] without looking aside at anyone while
the Messenger was calling you from behind. So Allah repaid you with
distress upon distress so you would not grieve for that which had escaped
you [of victory and spoils of war] or [for] that which had befallen you [of
injury and death]. And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with what you do.”
[AlImran:152,153]
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The mercy of Allah $ then descended and despite their wounds
and losses, the believers were overcome with drowsiness, putting
their hearts and minds at ease. The hypocrites on the other hand
were more concerned about themselves and began questioning
the decree of Allah 2. They said that if they had not left Madinah
and remained at home then they would not have been killed.
Allah & instructed the Muslims to inform them that there is no

escaping the decree of Allah §2, whether one be on the battlefield

or lying on his bed he will only pass on when and how Allah &
decrees. The defeat at Uhud was a test, measuring their level of
faith and sincerity, and this is best gauged during moments of
adversity. Addressing those who gave in to their human impulses
and retreated during the Mushrikin counterattack, Allah
consoles them after addressing their faults, announcing that he
has forgiven them. Allah #: affirms the sincerity of their faith
despite them faltering and having to suffer defeat, announcing
His forgiveness of them for the second time. Allah & says: “Then
after distress, He sent down upon you security [in the form of]
drowsiness, overcoming a faction of you, while another faction worried
about themselves, thinking of Allah other than the truth - the thought of
ignorance, saying, “Is there anything for us [to have done] in this
matter?” Say, “Indeed, the matter belongs completely to Allah.” They
conceal within themselves what they will not reveal to you. They say, “If
there was anything we could have done in the matter, some of us would
not have been killed right here.” Say, “Even if you had been inside your
houses, those decreed to be killed would have come out to their death
beds.” [It was] so that Allah might test what is in your breasts and purify
what is in your hearts. And Allah is Knowing of that within the breasts.
Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met, it
was Satan who caused them to slip because of some [blame] they had
earned. But Allah has already forgiven them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving
and Forbearing.” [Al Imran: 154, 155]

Fearing that the idolaters might decide to invade Madinah, Nabi
&2 ordered only those Sahabah who had already participated in
Uhud to march out and pursue the Makkan army. And so, the
Sahabah—wounded, limping, and some paralyzed—answered the
call of Allah % and His Nabi 4 marching some nine miles to
Hamra’ al-Asad. No battle ensued due to the Mushrikin being
awestruck by the fervour of Nabi ¢ and his Sahabah, and they

returned with the bounty and pleasure of Allah . The Sahabah
were able to redeem themselves; so that no critic may doubt or
ever question their integrity and sincerity of faith: “Those
[believers] who responded to Allah and the Messenger after injury had
struck them. For those who did good among them and feared Allah is a
great reward. Those to whom hypocrites said, “Indeed, the people have
gathered against you, so fear them.” But it [merely] increased them in
faith, and they said, “Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the best
Disposer of affairs.” So they returned with favour from Allah and bounty,
no harm having touched them. And they pursued the pleasure of Allah,
and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.” [Al Imran: 172-174]
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