THE BATTLE OF

UHUD 1 LIBET 0F U A

The Battle of Badr had been fought in Ramadan 2 A.H and the
Disbelievers of Makkah had suffered a humiliating defeat.
Emissaries were, thus, sent to all the tribes to enlist their men
against the Muslims, and an army of 3000 warriors marched on
Madinah in Shawwal 3 AH, under the leadership of Abd Sufyan
ibn Harb.

CONSULTATION AND PREPARATION FOR BATTLE

The Prophet Zs«&4 when consulting with his Sahabah discerned
that it would be best to launch a defence from Madinah and not
travel out, but some of the Sahabah, who had not been present
at Badr, suggested that the Prophet iz« should go out of
Madinah. Also among them was Hamzah ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib
wdiz, the paternal uncle of the Prophet is.eage. [Sirah al-
Halabiyyah] The Prophet jz«e4i- agreed to their request and set
out with 1000 men to Uhud. The Prophet iz.&4i there appointed
his generals and positioned his army.

THE HYPOCRITES ABANDON THE MUSLIMS

On the eve of battle 300 hypocrites fled, leaving the Muslims
outnumbered 4:1. The sudden departure of the hypocrites was
disheartening, and the two tribes of Band Harithah and Bani
Salamah thought of leaving too, but Allah strengthened their
hearts and kept their feet firm. [Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah] Allah
8= says:

And [remember] when you, [0 Muhammad], left your Family
in the morning to post the believers at their stations for
the battle [of Uhud], and Allah is Hearing and Knowing.
When two parties among you were about to lose courage,
but Allah was their ally; and upon Allah the believers should
rely. [Al'Imran: 121,122]

ARCHERS POSITIONS FOR BATTLE

The Prophet is.kdi- selected 50 skilful archers and put them
under the command of 'Abd Allah ibn Jubayr g, The Prophet
dzale instructed them, “If you see us snatched into pieces by
birds, do not leave this position of yours till I send for you. And if
you see that we have defeated the enemy and trodden on them,
do not desert your position till I send for you.” [Sahth al-Bukhari]
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THE BATTLE OF UHUD

The battle began with single combat, in
which the Makkan fighters were all

soundly defeated. The spirit of Faith overwhelmed the Muslims’
ranks; so they rushed among the idolaters as if they had been
an outbreak of a destructive flood that overflowed and knocked
down all dams and barriers standing in its way. In a short time
the army of the Mushrikin was routed. This was the fulfilment of
Allah’s promise and victory was achieved.

THE FATAL MISTAKE

The Makkan cavalry had tried to infiltrate the rear three times,
but thanks to the efforts of the archers, the three assaults were
thwarted. When the Mushrikin fled and victory was achieved the
majority of the archers committed a fatal mistake that turned
the tables on the Muslims. 40 of the archers left their posts and
began collecting the spoils of war, and this left the mountain
pass inadequately defended. The Makkan cavalry seized this
opportunity and fell upon the rear of the Muslims. The battle
cries of the cavalry signalled that the Battle was still on and the
Mushrikin launched a vicious counterattack with the Muslim
army fighting on the front and the rear, completely encircled by
the Mushrikin.

THE DEFENDERS OF THE PROPHET is.eife

The Messenger of Allah z.&s was then among a small group
of fighters at the rear of the army, in an attempt to rally his
Sahabah once more, he called out, “O Slaves of Allah.” The
idolaters recognized him and turned all their attention towards
his position. The fight flared up around the Messenger of Allah
Jzsudedie, around whom 14 Sahabah stood like an immovable brick
wall, defending the Prophet is.esge. Talhah ibn 'Ubayd Allah
x4 shielded the Prophet iz« from all sides, sustaining more
than 40 wounds from sword, dagger, and spear; even shielding
the Prophet jz.ei with his arm from the arrows being fired at
him, resulting in it becoming paralyzed. The Messenger of Allah
dzudes- emptied his quiver of arrows, handing them to Sa'd ibn
Abi Waqqas, saying, “Shoot, 0 Sa'd! May my father and mother be
sacrificed for you!” [Sahth al-Bukhari]

Allah ds5-2 says in the Qur'an:

And Allah had certainly fulfilled His promise to you when
you were killing the enemy by His permission until [the
time] when you lost courage and fell to
disputing about the order [given by the
Prophet] and disobeyed after He had

shown you that which you love. Among
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you are some who desire this world, and among you are
some who desire the Hereafter. Then he turned you back
from them [defeated] that He might test you. And He has
already forgiven you, and Allah is the possessor of bounty
for the believers. [Remember] when you [fled and] climbed
[the mountain] without looking aside at anyone while the
Messenger was calling you from behind. So Allah repaid you
with distress upon distress so you would not grieve for that
which had escaped you [of victory and spoils of war] or [for]
that which had befallen you [of injury and death]. And Allah
is [Fully] Acquainted with what you do. [Al Imran: 152, 153]

When Mus'ab ibn 'Umayr sz was martyred, the Mushrikin, on
account of his resemblance to the Prophet iz, yelled out,
“Muhammad has been killed.” [Sirah Ibn Hisham] In the ensuing
chaos, some took to the mountains and others stood firm. In
this state of pandemonium the rumour that the Mushrikin had
killed the Prophet iz.&ai= made the plight and suffering of the
Sahabah pale in comparison. Allah 4%, after reproaching the
Sahabah for their shortcoming, announced that He has already
forgiven them.

MERCY DESCENDS

The mercy of Allah descended and the believers, despite their
wounds and losses, were overcome with drowsiness, putting their
hearts and minds at ease. The hypocrites on the other hand were
more concerned about themselves and began questioning the
decree of Allah. They said that if they had not left Madinah and
remained at home then they would not have been killed. Allah
instructed the Muslims to inform them that there is no escaping
the decree of Allah, whether one be on the battlefield or lying on
his bed he will only pass on when and how Allah ds%=: decrees.

Then after distress, He sent down upon you security [in the
form of] drowsiness, overcoming a faction of you, while
another faction worried about themselves, thinking of Allah
other than the truth - the thought of ignorance, saying, “Is
there anything for us [to have done] in this matter?” Say,
“Indeed, the matter belongs completely to Allah .” They
conceal within themselves what they will not reveal to you.
They say, “If there was anything we could have done in the
matter, some of us would not have been killed right here.”
Say, “Evenifyou had been inside your houses, those decreed
to be killed would have come out to their death beds.” [It
was] so that Allah might test what is in your breasts and
purify what is in your hearts. And Allah is Knowing of that
within the breasts. Indeed, those of you who turned back on
the day the two armies met, it was Satan who caused them
to slip because of some [blame] they had

3 earned. But Allah has already forgiven
:,/f them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Forbearing. [AlImran: 154, 155]

MAHA ]AH

INSTITUTE

The defeat at Uhud was a test, measuring their level of faith and
sincerity, and this is best gauged during moments of adversity.
The admonition of Allah was also a means of purification for
false conviction that may have resided or could have entered the
heart. Addressing those who gave in to their human impulses and
retreated during the Mushrikin counterattack, Allah consoles
them after addressing their faults, announcing that He has
forgiven them. Allah affirms the sincerity of their faith despite
them faltering and having to suffer defeat, announcing His
forgiveness of them for the second time, leaving no room for the
sceptics.

HAMRA’ AL-ASAD

After arriving in Madinah on the 7 Shawwal 3 AH, the Prophet
iskeif- feared that the idolaters might decide to invade
Madinah. He, therefore, ordered the Sahabah to march out and
pursue the Makkan army. He said, “Nobody will march to the
fight except those who have already participated in Uhud.” [Zad
al-Ma'ad] Allah ds55s:. speaks of the Sahabah who answered his
callin glowing terms:

Those [believers] who responded to Allah and the Messenger
afterinjury had struck them. For those who did good among
them and feared Allah is a great reward. Those to whom
hypocrites said, “Indeed, the people have gathered against
you, so fear them.” But it [merely] increased them in faith,
and they said, “Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the
best Disposer of affairs.” So they returned with favour from
Allah and bounty, no harm having touched them. And they
pursued the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is the possessor of
great bounty. [Al Imran: 172-174]

The Muslims had indeed suffered a major loss at Uhud and
returned to Madinah severely injured and crestfallen. They had
barely settled when their iman was put to the test. And so the
Sahabah, wounds still bleeding, limbs severed, limping and
paralyzed; answered the call of Allah and His Prophet is.edi
marching some nine miles to Hamra' al-Asad to meet the
Mushrikin army. Such was their state that two brothers from the
Ansar—critically wounded, one unable to even stand—having
no horse or camel walked the distance of nine miles to join the
Prophet iz.&di, the stronger carrying his wounded brother the
entire journey. [Sirah Ibn Hisham] No battle ensued due to the
Mushrikin being awestruck by the fervour of the Prophet s s
and his Sahabah, and they returned with the bounty and pleasure
of Allah. By Allah’s favour, the Sahabah were able to redeem
themselves; so that no critic may doubt or ever question their
integrity and sincerity of faith.

May Allah ds%s: grant us the same fervour
and determination for Islam as that of the
Sahabah, and unite us with them in the
everlasting gardens of Paradise.
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