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SAYYIDUNĀ ANAS IBN MĀLIK  I 

Introduction 

Anas ibn Mālik ibn al-Naḍr ibn Ḍamḍam ibn Zayd ibn Ḥarām ibn Jundub ibn ʿĀmir al-Khazrajī, al-Najjārī; the Imām, the 

Muftī, the teacher of Qur’ān, the muḥaddith, the transmitter of Islam, the servant of Rasūlullāh H, his student and 

follower, and his maternal relative. Rasūlullāh H gave him the agnomen Abū Ḥamzah because he would love eating 

the herb ḥamzah (a herb with a pungent taste).1 

ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz has written a biography on Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I, titled Anas ibn Mālik, the trustworthy 

servant and great lover. The unique aspect of his book is that he based the biography of Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I 

and the biography of notable people of his family―including his mother, step father, maternal aunt, maternal uncle, 

paternal uncle, and siblings―on the authentically transmitted reports of none other than Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik 
I himself. 

Before introducing Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I, let us introduce some members of his household and close family, to 

realise in what a righteous and virtuous environment he was nurtured.

Tribe: The Banū al-Najjār

Rasūlullāh H stated: “The best tribe of the Anṣār are the Banū al-Najjār followed by the Banū ʿAbd al-Ash-hal 

followed by the Banū al-Ḥārith ibn al-Khazraj followed by the Banū Sāʿidah. Yes, there is goodness in all of the tribes of 

Anṣār.”2 This is due to their precedence in Islam and their glorious deeds.

They are the maternal uncles of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, Rasūlullāh’s H grandfather. Hāshim ibn ʿAbd Manāf married 

Salmā bint ʿAmr of the Banū al-Najjār.

Rasūlullāh’s H was their naqīb (leader) after the passing of Asʿad ibn Zurārah, one of the 12 naqībs in the second 

ʿaqabah.3

Rasūlullāh’s H camel kneeled down at the plot of Mālik ibn al-Najjār after the hijrah journey. It is here where he 

built his Masjid and rooms for his wives. Rasūlullāh H stayed by the house of Abū Ayyūb al-Ansari I who was 

from the Banū al-Najjār.4

Mother: Umm Sulaym

She is promised Jannah emphatically in the ḥadīth. Rasūlullāh H related, “I saw myself (in a dream) entering 

Jannah. Suddenly, I was standing before Rumayṣā’ (Umm Sulaym), the wife of Abū Ṭalḥah.”5 

Sayyidah Umm Sulaym J was married to Mālik ibn al-Naḍr during the period of ignorance. He is the father of Anas. 

When Allah E brought Islam to Madīnah, she embraced Islam and presented Islam to her husband. He had an 

altercation with her and went to Shām and died there. She then married Sayyidunā Abū Ṭalḥah I after he embraced 

1  Al-Iṣābah, vol. 1 pg. 276.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 31, Ḥadīth 6104; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 5, Book 58, Ḥadīth 134; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 20, Dār al-Qalam. 

3 ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 18 – 19.

4  Sīrat Ibn Hishām; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 19 – 20.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 5, Book 57, Ḥadīth 28.
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Islam. This happened prior to hijrah after the first ʿaqabah. This shows that Sayyidunā Abu Ṭalḥah I was present at 

the second ʿaqabah.1

•	 Her eloquence, her genius, her possessiveness over Islam, her clarity: Abu Ṭalḥah proposed marriage to Umm 

Sulaym and she said: “By Allah, a man like you is not to be rejected, O Abu Ṭalḥah, but you are a disbeliever and I 

am a Muslim, and it is not permissible for me to marry you. If you become Muslim, that will be my dowry, and I will 

not ask you for anything else.” So he became Muslim and that was her dowry.” (One of the narrators) Thābit said: 

“I have never heard of a woman whose dowry was more precious than Umm Sulaym; (whose dowry was) Islam. 

And he consummated the marriage with her, and she bore him a child.”2

•	 Anas reported that the son of Abu Ṭalḥah who was born of Umm Sulaym passed away. She (Umm Sulaym) said 

to the members of her family: “Do not narrate to Abu Ṭalḥah about his son until I narrate it to him.” Abu Ṭalḥah 

came (home); she presented to him the supper. He ate and drank water. She then adorned herself which she did 

not do before. He (Abu Ṭalḥah) had sexual relations with her and when she saw that he was satisfied with her, she 

said: “Abu Ṭalḥah, if some people borrows something from another family and then (the members of the family) 

ask for its return, would they resist its return?” He said: “No.” She said: “I inform you about the death of your son.” 

Abu Ṭalḥah became annoyed, and said: “You did not inform me until I had sexual relations with you and you later 

on gave me information about my son.” He resorted to Allah’s Messenger H and informed him what had 

happened. Thereupon Rasūlullāh H prayed: “May Allah bless both of you in the night spent by you!” 

He (the narrator) said: She became pregnant. Rasūlullāh H was in the course of a journey and she was along 

with him and when Rasūlullāh H came back to Madīnah from the journey he did not enter (his house) 

(during the night). When the people came near Madīnah, she felt the pangs of delivery. He (Abu Ṭalḥah) remained 

with her and Rasūlullāh H proceeded on. Abu Ṭalḥah prayed: “O Allah, you know that I love to go along with 

Rasūlullāh H when he goes out and enter along with him when he enters and I have been detained as You 

see.” Umm Sulaym said: “Abu Ṭalḥah, I do not feel (so much pain) as I was feeling formerly, so better we proceed 

on.” So we proceeded on and she felt the pangs of delivery as they reached (Madīnah) and a child was born. 

Anas continues: My mother said to me: “Anas, none should suckle him until you go to Rasūlullāh H tomorrow 

morning.” When it was morning I carried him (the child) and went along with him to Rasūlullāh H. Anas says: 

“I saw that he had in his hand the instrument for the cauterisation of the camels.” When he saw me, he said: “This 

is, perhaps, the child Umm Sulaym has given birth to.” I replied in the affirmative. He laid down that instrument 

on the ground. I brought that child to him and placed it in his lap and Rasūlullāh H asked for ʿAjwā dates of 

Madīnah to be brought and softened them in his month. When these had become palatable, he placed them in the 

mouth of that child and the child began to suck them. Seeing this, Rasūlullāh H commented: “See what love 

the Anṣār have for dates.” He then wiped his face and named him ʿAbd Allāh.3

ʿAbd Allāh ibn Abī Ṭalḥah was very blessed. He is the father of Isḥāq ibn ʿAbd Allāh ibn Abī Ṭalḥah, the Faqīh 

(jurist), and his brothers. They were ten in number, all of whom were transmitters of knowledge.4 

•	 Sayyidunā Abu Ṭalḥah I intended divorcing Sayyidah Abū Sulaym. Rasūlullāh H cautioned him, 

“Divorcing Umm Sulaym is a sin.”5

1  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 23; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb.

2  Sunan al-Nasa’ī, vol. 4, Book 26, Ḥadīth 3343.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 31, Ḥadīth 6013.

4  Al-Istīʿāb, vol. 2 pg. 130. The ḥadīth he indicated towards is documented in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ḥadīth: 5135; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Ḥadīth: 2144.

5  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 27; Musnad al-Bazzār.
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•	 Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrates: On the Day of Uḥud when (some) people retreated and left Rasūlullāh 
H, I saw ʿĀ’ishah bint Abī Bakr and Umm Sulaym, with their robes tucked up so that the bangles around 

their ankles were visible hurrying with their water skins (in another narration it is said, “carrying the water skins 

on their backs”). Then they would pour the water in the mouths of the warriors, and return to fill the water skins 

again and came back again to pour water in the mouths of the people.1

•	 Anas I reports that, on the Day of Ḥunayn. Umm Sulaym took out a dagger she had in her possession. Abu 

Ṭalḥah saw her and said: “Messenger of Allah, this is Umm Sulaym. She is holding a dagger.” The Messenger of 

Allah H asked (her): “For what are you holding this dagger?” She said: “I took it up so that I may tear open 

the belly of a polytheist who comes near me.” The Messenger of Allah H began to smile (at these words).2

•	 Rasūlullāh H would not enter the presence of any woman, besides his wives and Umm Sulaym. He was asked 

about this and replied, “I show mercy to her. Her brother was killed with me.”3

She had a burning desire to gain blessings from Rasūlullāh’s H noble things. 

•	 Anas ibn Mālik I reported, “Rasūlullāh H would come to our house and there was perspiration upon his 

body. My mother brought a bottle and began to collect the perspiration in that. When Rasūlullāh H got up 

he said: “Umm Sulaym, what is this that you are doing?” Thereupon she said: “That is your perspiration which we 

mix in our perfume and it becomes the most fragrant perfume.”4

Another narration has the words: She said, “We hope for its blessings for our children.” Rasūlullāh H 

remarked, “You have acted correctly.”5

•	 When Rasūlullāh H shaved his head at Minā, he grabbed the hair of the right side of the head with his hand. 

After it was cut, he gave it to me saying, “O Anas, take this to Umm Sulaym.”6

•	 The Nabī H entered into the presence of Umm Sulaym and there was a waterskin hanging in the house. He 

drank from the mouth of it while standing. Umm Sulaym cut the mouth of the waterskin (to preserve it) and it is 

still by us.7

•	 Sayyidunā Anas I had a cup in which he would give Rasūlullāh H to drink. He gave him all types of drinks 

in it, water, milk, honey, and nabīdh. He kept that cup. It originally belonged to his mother Umm Sulaym.8

Barakah in her Sweet Dish

•	 Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports: Rasūlullāh H contracted marriage and he went to his wife. My 

mother Umm Sulaym prepared ḥays (a sweet dish) and placed it in an earthen vessel and said: “Anas, take it to 

Rasūlullāh H and say: My mother has sent that to you and she offers greetings to you, and says that it is a 

1  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī; vol. 4, Book 52, Ḥadīth: 131; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 19, Ḥadīth: 4455.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 19, Ḥadīth: 4453.

3  Fatḥ al-Bārī, vol. 9 pg. 74; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 32.

4  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 30, Ḥadīth 5761.

5  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 35.

6  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 35; Musnad Aḥmad.

7  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 36; Musnad Aḥmad.

8  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 328.
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humble gift for you on our behalf, O Messenger of Allah.” So I went along with it to Rasūlullāh H and said: 

“My mother offers you salutations, and says that it is a humble gift for you on our behalf.” He said: “Place it here,” 

and then said: “Go and invite on my behalf so and so and anyone whom you meet,” and he even named some 

persons. He (Anas) said: I invited whom he had named and whom I met. I (one of the narrators) said: I said to Anas: 

“How many (persons) were there?” He (Anas) replied: “They were about three hundred persons.” Then Rasūlullāh 
H (said to me): “Anas, bring that earthen vessel.” They (the guests) then began to enter until the courtyard 

and the apartment were fully packed. Rasūlullāh H said: “Make a circle of ten (guests), and every person 

should eat from that nearest to him.” They began to eat, until they ate to their fill. A group went out (after eating 

the food), and another group came in until all of them had eaten. Rasūlullāh H said to me: “Anas, lift it (the 

earthen vessel), so I lifted it, but I could not assess whether it had more (food) when I placed it (before Rasūlullāh) 

or when I lifted it (after the people had been served out of it). 

A group among them (the guests) began to talk in the house of Rasūlullāh H and the Messenger of Allah 
H was sitting and his wife had been sitting with her face turned towards the wall. It was troublesome 

for Rasūlullāh H, so Rasūlullāh H went out and greeted his wives. He then returned. When they 

(the guests) saw that Rasūlullāh H had returned they thought that it (their overstay) was something 

troublesome for him. He (the narrator) said: They hastened towards the door and all of them went out. And there 

came Rasūlullāh H and he hung a curtain and went in, and I was sitting in his apartment and he did not 

stay but for a short while. He then came to me and these verses were revealed. Rasūlullāh H came out and 

recited them to the people: “O you who believe, enter not the houses of Rasūlullāh H unless permission is 

given to you for a meal, not waiting for its cooking being finished-but when you are invited, enter, and when you 

have taken food, disperse not seeking to listen to talk. Surely this gives Rasūlullāh H trouble1,” to the end 

of verse. (Al-Jaʿd said that Anas [ibn Mālik] stated: “I am the first amongst the people to hear these verses), and 

henceforth the wives of the Apostle H began to observe seclusion (al-hijab).”2

Maternal Uncle: Ḥarām ibn Milḥān

Anas ibn Mālik I narrates that some people came to the Messenger of Allah H and said to him: “Send with us 

some men who may teach us the Qur’an and the Sunnah.” Accordingly, he sent seventy men from the Anṣār. They were 

called the Reciters and among them was my maternal uncle, Ḥarām. They used to recite the Qur’an, discuss and ponder 

over its meaning at night. In the day they brought water and poured it (in pitchers) in the Masjid, collected wood, and 

sold it, and with the sale proceeds bought food for the people of the Ṣuffah and the needy. Rasūlullāh H sent the 

Reciters with these people, but these (treacherous people) fell upon them and killed them before they reached their 

destination. (While dying), they said: “O Allah, convey from us the news to our Messenger that we have met You (in a 

way) that we are pleased with You and You are pleased with us.” (The narrator said): A man attacked Ḥarām (maternal 

uncle of Anas) from behind and smote him with a spear which pierced him. (While dying), Ḥarām exclaimed: “By the 

Lord of the Kaʿbah, I have met with success.” The Messenger of Allah H said to his Companions: “Your brethren 

have been slain while they were saying: “O Allah, convey from us the news to our Messenger that we have met You (in a 

way) that we are pleased with You and You are pleased with us.”3

Maternal Aunt: Umm Ḥarām

Sayyidunā Anas bin Mālik I narrates: Whenever Rasūlullāh H went to Qubā, he used to visit Umm Ḥarām bint 

Milḥān who would offer him meals; and she was the wife of ʿUbādah ibn al-Ṣāmit. One day he went to her house and she 

1  Sūrah al-Aḥzāb: 53.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 8, Ḥadīth 3335; Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 47, Ḥadīth 3524.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth: 4682.
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offered him a meal, and after that he slept. He then woke up smiling. She (Umm Ḥarām) said, “I asked him, ‘What makes 

you laugh, O Rasūlullāh H?’ He said, ‘Some people of my followers were displayed before me as warriors fighting 

for Allah’s Cause and sailing over this sea, kings on thrones,’ or said, ‘like kings on thrones.’ (The narrator, Isḥāq is in 

doubt about it.) I said, ‘O Rasūlullāh! Invoke Allah that He may make me one of them.’ He invoked (Allah) for her and then 

lay his head and slept again and then woke up smiling. I asked, ‘What makes you laugh, O Rasūlullāh H?’ He said, 

‘Some people of my followers were displayed before me as warriors fighting for Allah’s Cause and sailing over this sea, 

kings on the thrones,’ or said, ‘like kings on the thrones.’ I said, ‘O Rasūlullāh H! Invoke Allah that He may make me 

one of them.’ He said, ‘You will be amongst the first ones.’” It is said that Umm Ḥarām sailed over the sea at the time of 

Muʿāwiyah, and on coming out of the sea, she fell down from her riding animal and passed away.1 This was the first naval 

expedition. She passed away in Cyprus.

Step Father: Abu Ṭalḥah

On the Day of Uḥud some of the people, being defeated, left Rasūlullāh H, but Abu Ṭalḥah stood before him covering 

him with a shield. Abu Ṭalḥah was a powerful archer who broke two or three bows that day. When a man would pass by 

carrying a quiver containing arrows, Rasūlullāh H would say: “Spare them for Abu Ṭalḥah.” Whenever Rasūlullāh 
H raised his head to look at the people, Abu Ṭalḥah would say: “Rasūlullāh, may my father and my mother be thy 

ransom, do not raise your head lest you be struck by an arrow shot by the enemy. My neck is before your neck.” The 

narrator said: “I saw ʿĀ’ishah bint Abī Bakr and Umm Sulaym. Both of them had tucked up their garments, so I could see 

the anklets on their feet. They were carrying water-skins on their backs and would pour water into the mouths of the 

people. They would then go back (to the well), would fill them again and would return to pour water into the mouths of 

the soldiers. (On this day), Abu Ṭalḥah’s sword dropped down from his hands twice or thrice because of drowsiness.2

Rasūlullāh H said, “The voice of Abu Ṭalḥah in the army is better than a group.”3

Anas ibn Mālik is reported as saying: Abu Ṭalḥah was the one among the Anṣār of Madīnah who possessed the largest 

property and among his property he valued most was his garden known as Bayraḥā’ which was opposite the Masjid, and 

the Messenger of Allah H often visited it and he drank of its sweet water. When this verse was revealed: “You will 

never attain righteousness till you give freely of what you love4,” Abu Ṭalḥah got up and, said to Rasūlullāh H: Allah 

says in His Book: “You will never attain righteousness till you give freely of what you love,” and the dearest of my property 

is Bayraḥā’ so I give it as charity to Allah from Whom I hope for reward for it and the treasure with Allah; so spend it, O 

Messenger of Allah, on whatever purpose you deem it proper.” The Messenger of Allah H said: “Well done! That is a 

profitable deal! That is a profitable deal. I have heard what you have said, but I think you should spend it on your nearest 

relatives.” So Abu Ṭalḥah distributed it among the nearest relatives and his cousins on his father’s side.5

Scores of mufassirīn and muḥaddithīn have mentioned that it was Sayyidunā Abū Ṭalḥah I regarding whom Allah 
E revealed his honourable statement in praise of the Anṣār:

ا أُوْتُوْا وَيُؤْثرُِوْنَ عَلَىٰ أَنْفُسِهِمْ وَلَوْ كَانَ بهِِمْ خَصَاصَةٌ   مَّ وْنَ مَنْ هَاجَرَ إلَِيْهِمْ وَلَ يَجِدُوْنَ فِيْ صُدُوْرِهِمْ حَاجَةً مِّ ارَ وَالِْيْمَانَ مِنْ قَبْلِهِمْ يُحِبُّ ءُوا الدَّ ذِيْنَ تَبَوَّ وَالَّ

وْقَ شُحَّ نَفْسِهِ فَأُولٰئكَِ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُوْنَ وَمَن يُّ

1  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 74, Ḥadīth 299; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth 4699.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 19, Ḥadīth: 4455; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 5, Book 58, Ḥadīth: 156.

3  Musnad Aḥmad; al-Mustadrak; Sunan Abī Dāwūd.

4  Sūrah Āl ʿImrān: 91.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 5, Ḥadīth 2185.
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And [also for] those who were settled in al-Madīnah and [adopted] the faith before them. They love those who emigrated to them and 

find not any want in their breasts of what the emigrants were given but give [them] preference over themselves, even though they 

are in privation. And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - it is those who will be the successful.1

Sayyidunā Abū Hurayrah I narrates: A man came to Rasūlullāh H. Rasūlullāh H sent a messenger to 

his wives (to bring something for that man to eat) but they said that they had nothing except water. Then Rasūlullāh 
H said, “Who will take this (person) or entertain him as a guest?” An Anṣār man said, “I.” So he took him to his 

wife and said to her, “Entertain generously the guest of Rasūlullāh H “She said, “We have got nothing except the 

meals of my children.” He said, “Prepare your meal, light your lamp and let your children sleep if they ask for supper.” So 

she prepared her meal, lit her lamp and made her children sleep, and then stood up pretending to mend her lamp, but 

she put it off. Then both of them pretended to be eating, but they really went to bed hungry. In the morning the Ansari 

went to Rasūlullāh H who said, “Tonight Allah was pleased with your action.” Then Allah revealed: “But give them 

(emigrants) preference over themselves even though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from the covetousness, such 

are they who will be successful.”2

Mālik related to me from ʿAbd Allāh ibn Abī Bakr that Abu Ṭalḥah al-Ansari I was praying in his garden when a wild 

pigeon flew in and began to fly to and fro trying to find a way out. The sight was pleasing to him and he let his eyes 

follow the bird for a time and then he went back to his ṣalāh but could not remember how much he had prayed. He said, 

“A trial has befallen me in this property of mine.” So he came to the Rasūlullāh H and mentioned the trial that had 

happened to him in his garden and said, “O Messenger of Allah, it is a charity for Allah, so dispose of it wherever you wish.”3

Brother: Barā’ ibn Mālik

He was elder than Anas I.

He fought on the Day of Yamāmah. [The army of Musaylamah were defeated on the battlefield and took refuge in a 

garden. The Muslims could not gain access into the garden. They searched for an opening but were unable to locate one.] 

Barā’ ibn Mālik I told the Muslims, “O Muslims, throw me onto them.” He was lifted until the top of the wall. He scaled 

it and jumped in and fought them at the door of the garden until Allah opened it for the Muslims. The Muslims entered 

and Allah killed Musaylamah. Barā’ sustained over 80 wounds, with swords and spears. Khālid ibn al-Walīd stayed a 

month there until Barā’s wounds were cured.4

He killed 100 men in duels.

Anas bin Mālik I narrates that Rasūlullāh H commented, “How many an individual with dishevelled hair, 

covered with dust, possessing two cloths, whom no one pays any mind to; yet if he swears by Allah then He shall fulfil 

it. Among them is Barā’ ibn Mālik.”5 

The day they were fighting in Tustar, the Muslims besieged him to supplicate to Allah E for victory. He prayed: “O 

Allah, defeat them and grant me martyrdom.” The enemy was defeated, the battle was won, and Barā’ was martyred in 

this battle.6

1  Sūrah al-Ḥashr: 9.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 5, Book 58, Ḥadīth 142.

3  Mu’aṭṭa’ Mālik, Book 3, Ḥadīth 74.

4  Usd al-Ghābah.

5  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 49, Ḥadīth 4227. 

6  Akhbār ʿUmar; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 60 – 62.
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Paternal Uncle: Anas ibn al-Naḍr 

Sayyidunā Anas I reports: My uncle―and I have been named after him―was not present with Rasūlullāh H on 

the Day of Badr. He felt distressed about it. He would say: “I have missed the first battle fought by the Messenger of Allah 
H, and if Allah now gives me an opportunity to see a battlefield with the Messenger of Allah H, Allah will see 

what I do therein.” He was afraid to say more than this (lest he be unable to keep his word with Allah). He was present 

with the Messenger of Allah H on the Day of Uḥud. He met Saʿd ibn Muʿādh and said to him: “O Abu ʿAmr, where 

(are you going)? Woe! I find the smell of Jannah beside the Uḥud Mountain.” He then went forward and fought therein 

(the enemy) until he was killed. (The narrator says). More than eighty wounds inflicted with swords, spears, and arrows 

were found on his body. His sister, my aunt, Rubayyiʿ bint al-Naḍr, said: “I could not recognise my brother’s body (it was 

so badly mutilated) except from his finger-tips.” (It was on this occasion that) the Qur’anic verse was revealed: Among the 

Believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allah. Of them some have completed their vow (to the extreme), and some 

still wait: but they have never changed (their determination) in the least1. The narrator said that the verse had been revealed 

about him (Anas ibn al-Naḍr) and his companions.2

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrates: My aunt, Rubayyiʿ broke an incisor tooth of a girl. My aunt’s family requested the 

girl’s relatives for forgiveness but they refused; then they proposed a compensation, but they refused. Then they went to 

Rasūlullāh H and refused everything except Qiṣāṣ (i.e. equality in punishment). So Rasūlullāh passed the judgment 

of Qiṣāṣ. Anas ibn al-Naḍr said, “O Rasūlullāh H! Will the incisor tooth of Rubayyiʿ be broken? No, by Him Who 

sent you with the Truth, her incisor tooth will not be broken.” Rasūlullāh H said, “O Anas! The prescribed law of 

Allah is equality in punishment.” Thereupon those people became satisfied and forgave her. Rasūlullāh H remarked, 

“Among Allah’s worshippers there are some who, if they took Allah’s Oath (for something), Allah fulfil their oaths.”3

Introduction to Anas

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is introduced as the servant of Rasūlullāh H by every famous biographer. 

Servant of Rasūlullāh H

Sayyidah Umm Sulaym J, the mother of Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I, embraced Islam before Rasūlullāh 
H made hijrah to Madīnah. Due to her conversion, her husband left her and went to Shām. She thus assumed full 

responsibility of her child, Anas’s upbringing. She taught him the kalimah while he was still young and nurtured him as 

a Muslim. 

After the hijrah of Rasūlullāh H to Madīnah, Sayyidah Umm Sulaym J approached him and submitted: “O 

Messenger of Allah, every man and woman from the Anṣār has presented to you a gift whereas I do not have something I 

can present to you as a gift besides this son of mines. So take him and let him serve you as long as you deem fit.”4

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is distinguished as the trustworthy servant of Rasūlullāh H, who he served for 

10 years. Rasūlullāh H would address him as, my little one, and displayed great love and affection towards him. He 

narrates that once Rasūlullāh H told him jokingly, yā dhā al-udhunayn (O two eared one).5 Rasūlullāh H would 

mix with them and say to his younger brother, “O Abū ʿUmayr! What did Nughayr (name of bird) do?”6

1  Sūrah al-Aḥzāb: 23.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth 4683. 

3  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 6, Book 60, Ḥadīth 27. 

4  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 34; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 398; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 329.

5  Shamā’il, Book 36, Ḥadīth 235.

6  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 73, Ḥadīth 150.
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Company has a massive impact on the beliefs, character, and morals of every individual. The company of the pious 

develops devoutness, the company of the scholars increases one’s knowledge, and the company of seniors enhances 

wisdom. What must have been the impact on Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik’s I personality who kept the company of 

Rasūlullāh H; the most righteous, the most knowledgeable, the most wise, the most cultured, and the greatest 

human to ever exist.

Despite being the servant of Rasūlullāh H, Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I was treated like a son, and not like a 

servant. Rasūlullāh H would compassionately address him as yā bunayy (O my beloved son/O my little one). The 

manner in which Rasūlullāh H won the hearts of his followers and gave them a sense of honour and integrity, 

owing to his immaculate character, is remarkable indeed. 

The love he possessed for Rasūlullāh H and the love Rasūlullāh H possessed for him is evident from this 

delightful narration. He says: “I remained in the service of Rasūlullāh H for ten years. He never once told me uff. 

When I did something, he never asked me, why I did it; and when I did not do a certain task, he never questioned me 

as to why I did not. Rasūlullāh H had the best character among all people (and also possessed the most excellent 

features, so much so,) that I never felt a silk cloth, nor pure silk, nor any other thing softer than the palm of Rasūlullāh 
H. Nor did I smell any musk or any other fragrance, more sweet smelling than the perspiration of Rasūlullāh 
H.1

Anas ibn Mālik I pronounced that Rasūlullāh H had the best disposition from all mankind. “He sent me on an 

errand one day, and I said: ‘By Allah, I would not go.’ I had, however, this idea in my mind that I would do as Rasūlullāh 
H had commanded me to do. I went out until I happened to come across some children who had been playing in 

the street. [So, I began observing them.] In the meanwhile, Rasūlullāh H came there and he caught me by the back 

of my neck from behind. As I looked towards him I found him smiling and he said: ‘Unays, did you go where I commanded 

you to go?’ I said: ‘Allah’s Messenger, yes, I am going.’”2

Anas ibn Mālik I reported that Rasūlullāh H told him something secretly. He informed none about that. “Umm 

Sulaym (my mother) asked me about it, but I did not tell her even.”3

Due to his service, he observed many specialities of Rasūlullāh H. For instance, Rasūlullāh H going to all his 

9 wives in one night to share the bed with them.4

Love for Rasūlullāh H

Our words are incapable of describing the immense love Sayyidunā Anas I possessed for Rasūlullāh H. Sayyidunā 

Anas I would say: “There is no night except I see my beloved (i.e. Rasūlullāh H) in a dream.” He would cry when 

affirming this.5 Amazing enough is that he himself is the narrator of the affirmation of Rasūlullāh H, “Whoever has 

seen me in a dream, then no doubt he has seen me, for Shayṭān cannot imitate my shape.”6

1  Shamā’il, Book 48, Ḥadīth 345; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 73, Ḥadīth 64.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 30, Ḥadīth 5724.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 31, Ḥadīth 6066

4  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 80.

5  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 69; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 403; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 330; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245; 

Musnad Aḥmad. 

6  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 9, Book 87, Ḥadīth 123; Shamā’il, Book 56, Ḥadīth 413.
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Anyone who stayed in the company of Rasūlullāh H for a little while with sincerity was overtaken with deep love 

for him. Leave alone sitting in his company, when reading about the personal experiences of love the Ṣaḥābah M 

experienced when interacting with Rasūlullāh H, love for the Beloved of Allah H increases. Imagine what 

emotions of love and jubilation must have run through the heart of those who saw him, those who met him, those who 

shook his hand, those who he embraced, those who communicated with him, those who fought alongside him, and those 

who served him. Now imagine Sayyidunā Anas I who stayed with Rasūlullāh H for 10 years, and served him at 

home and while on journey. 

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports: A man asked Rasūlullāh H about the Hour (i.e. Day of Judgment) saying, 

“When will the Hour be?” Rasūlullāh H said, “What have you prepared for it?” The man replied, “Nothing, except 

that I love Allah and His Messenger.” Rasūlullāh H commented, “You will be with those whom you love.” Sayyidunā 

Anas ibn Mālik I continues: “We never experienced such elation, the elation we experienced on hearing that saying 

of Rasūlullāh H (i.e. you will be with those whom you love.) Therefore, I love Rasūlullāh H, Abū Bakr and 

ʿUmar, and I hope that I will be with them because of my love for them, though my deeds are not similar to theirs.1 

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports: “On the day in which Rasūlullāh H entered Madīnah, everything in it 

was illuminated. Then, on the day in which he passed away, everything became dark. As soon as we completed burying 

Rasūlullāh H, we felt an estrangement in our hearts.”2

“I certainly saw the day Rasūlullāh H entered our presence and the day he was taken away. I never seen any two 

days similar to those.” (One of happiness and one of sadness.)3

He narrates: “The last glimpse I had of Rasūlullāh H was at the time of his last illness on a Monday morning when 

he lifted the curtain of his house (to take a look at his ummah performing the ṣalāh). At that time his blessed face was 

shining and clear as if it was a page of the Muṣḥaf (Qurʾān). At that time the people were performing the (fajr) ṣalāh 

behind Abu Bakr I. The people began moving back (in happiness after seeing him, thinking that he would come to 

join them. Before this too on an occasion when Sayyidunā Rasūlullāh H became ill, Abu Bakr I led the ṣalāh. 

When he was recovering he would come and join the congregational prayer). Rasūlullāh H made a sign to the 

people to remain in their places. Rasūlullāh H passed away on that day.”4

Adherence to the Sunnah

The Ṣaḥābah’s M love for Rasūlullāh H was the main factor that established their strict adherence to the Sunnah. 

It is reported that Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I passed by a group of boys and greeted them. He then said, “Rasūlullāh 
H used to do so.”5 When Anas I spoke, he repeated himself thrice, mentioning that the Nabī H would 

repeat himself thrice.6

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports that a tailor invited Rasūlullāh H to a meal which he had prepared. 

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I continues: “I went along with Allah’s Messenger H to that feast. He presented to 

Rasūlullāh H barley bread and soup containing pumpkin and sliced pieces of meat. I saw Rasūlullāh H going 

1  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 5, Book 57, Ḥadīth 37.

2  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 49, Ḥadīth 3978.

3  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 86; Musnad Aḥmad.

4  Shamā’il; Book 54, Ḥadīth 385; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 4, Ḥadīth 841.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 8, Book 74, Ḥadīth 264.

6  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 89; Musnad Aḥmad.
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after the pumpkin round the dish. Thus, I have always loved pumpkin since that day.1 Sulaymān al-Taymī says, “We never 

came to Anas ibn Mālik ever during the pumpkin season, except that we found the same in his food.”2 

Abu Ṭālūt recalls: “I entered upon Anas bin Mālik while he was eating gourd, and he was saying: ‘O you tree! I only like 

you because Rasūlullāh H liked you.’”3

Anas ibn Sīrīn says: “Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I performed the best ṣalāh on journey and at home.”4 This was in 

conformity with the ṣalāh of Rasūlullāh H.

Thumāmah ibn ʿ Abd Allāh observes: “Anas ibn Mālik I would perform ṣalāh and lengthen the qiyām (standing posture) 

to the extent that his feet would bleed (swell).”5

Al-Zuhrī says that he visited Anas bin Mālik I in Damascus and found him weeping so asked him why he was weeping. 

Anas replied, “I do not know anything which I used to know during the lifetime of Rasūlullāh H except this ṣalāh 

which is being lost (not offered as it should be).”6 The leaders at the time would delay the ṣalāh.

Anas never used to refuse (a gift of) perfume and used to say that Rasūlullāh H never used to refuse perfume.7

He relates that Rasūlullāh H told him: “O Anas, the people will establish cities, and one of them will be called 

Baṣrah or Buṣayrah. If you happen to pass by it or enter it, avoid its salt-marshes, its pasture, its market, and the gate 

of its commanders, and keep to its environs; for the earth will swallow [some people up], pelting rain will fall and 

earthquakes will take place in it, and there will be people who will spend the night and transform into apes and swine in 

the morning.”8 He did not live in the city, but stayed on the outskirts of Baṣrah till his demise. Look at his adherence to 

the command of Rasūlullāh H. 

ʿĪsā bin Ṭahmān relates: Anas brought out to us two worn out leather shoes without hair and with pieces of leather 

straps. Later on Thābit al-Bunānī told me that Anas said that they were the shoes of Rasūlullāh H.9 

Al-Jurayrī says: Anas ibn Mālik I wore his iḥrām at Dhāt ʿIrq. He never uttered anything besides the dhikr of Allah 
E until he came out of iḥrām. He then commented, “This is how iḥrām should be observed.”10

Jihād

Sayyidunā Anas I had the rare opportunity of witnessing all the major battles of Islam, despite his tender age during 

the first two major battles. He attended the Battle of Badr and Uḥud as the servant of Rasūlullāh H. He clearly 

states his participation in Badr and relates some happenings of Uḥud which certify his participation.11 The first battle 

1  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 23, Ḥadīth 5067; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 7, Book 65, Ḥadīth 347.

2  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 91; Musnad Aḥmad.

3  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Vol. 3, Book 23, Ḥadīth 1849.

4  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 335.

5  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 335.

6  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 1, Book 10, Ḥadīth 507.

7  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 7, Book 72, Ḥadīth 813.

8  Sunan Abī Dāwūd, Book 39, Ḥadīth 17. 

9  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 4, Book 53, Ḥadīth 339.

10  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 337.

11  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 397; al-Iṣābah, vol. 1 pg. 276; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 325; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī; vol. 4, Book 52, Ḥadīth: 131; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 

19, Ḥadīth: 4455.
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he fought in was Khandaq as he reached 15 years of age. He thereafter participated in the journey to Ḥudaybiyyah and 

the Pledge of Riḍwān, the Khaybar Campaign, the Battle of Mu’tah, the Conquest of Makkah, the Battle of Ḥunayn, the 

siege of Ṭā’if, and the March to Tabūk. Altogether, he participated in 8 major battles during the lifetime of Rasūlullāh 
H.1

After the demise of Rasūlullāh H, Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I continued to participate in Jihād for approximately 

20 years. He was active in the wars against apostasy. He participated in the glorious Battle of Qādisiyyah2 and witnessed the 

Conquest of Tustar.3 How could the servant of Rasūlullāh H spend his life in luxury after he witnessed Rasūlullāh’s 
H life being consumed in striving and jihād.4

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports: “The verse: ‘That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the future5,’ was 

revealed while Rasūlullāh H was returning from Ḥudaybiyyah.’ Upon this, Rasūlullāh H announced: ‘A verse 

has been revealed to me which is dearer to me than whatever is upon the earth.’ Rasūlullāh H then recited it for 

them. They (the Ṣaḥābah) said: ‘Congratulations O Messenger of Allah! Allah has explained what He will do with you, but 

what will He do with us?’ So the verse was revealed upon him: ‘That He may admit the believing men and the believing women 

into Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein eternally and remove from them their misdeeds - and ever is that, in the sight 

of Allah, a supreme success6.’”7

Sayyidunā Barā’ ibn Mālik I would say: “Do you (people) consider the Conquest of Makkah, the Victory (referred to 

in the Quran [Sūrah al-Fatḥ: 1]). The Conquest of Makkah was undoubtedly a victory. However, we (the Ṣaḥābah) really 

consider that the actual Victory was the Pledge of Riḍwān which we gave on the day of Ḥudaybiyyah (to Rasūlullāh 
H). On the day of Ḥudaybiyyah we were fourteen hundred men along with Rasūlullāh H. Ḥudaybiyyah was 

a well, the water of which we used up leaving not a single drop of water in it. When Rasūlullāh H was informed 

of that, he came and sat on its edge. Then he asked for a utensil of water, performed wuḍū’ from it, rinsed (his mouth), 

invoked (Allah), and poured the remaining water into the well. We stayed there for a while and then the well brought 

forth what we required of water for ourselves and our riding animals.”8

He was an excellent marksman. Thumāmah his son reports: “A blanket would be spread for Anas upon which he would 

sit and arrows would be shot in his presence. One day, he came to us while we were shooting arrows and said, “O my sons, 

you are shooting very badly. He then took the bow and began shooting and not one arrow missed its target.9

During the Khilāfah Rāshidah

He participated in the epic Battle of Yamāmah.

He took the letter of Sayyidunā Abū Bakr I to Yemen to mobilise armies for Jihād. He was appointed to collect zakāh 

from Bahrain in the time of Abū Bakr I. 

1  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 400; Tārīkh Ibn ʿAsākir, vol. 3 pg. 84.

2  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 105; Musnad Aḥmad.

3  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 402.

4  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 106.

5  Sūrah al-Fatḥ: 2.

6  Sūrah al-Fatḥ: 5.

7  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 47, Ḥadīth 3573; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 19, Ḥadīth 4409.

8  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 5, Book 59, Ḥadīth 471. 

9  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 106; Majmaʿ al-Zawā’id.
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Sayyidunā Abū Bakr I appointed him to collect the zakāh. He returned only after the former’s demise. So ʿUmar I 

asked him, “Have you brought riding animals.” “Yes, and money.” “Bring the riding animals and keep the money.” It was 

4000. He was thus one of the wealthiest men. In one narration ʿUmar I tells him, “Did you bring riding animals?” 

“First bayʿah then information.” ʿUmar I commented, “You have been given the tawfīq of the truth.”1

When Abū Mūsā al-Ashʿarī I was appointed governor over Baṣrah, he kept Anas close. He would send him to ʿUmar 
I the khalīfah with news and with captives and booty.

He assumed governorship over Baṣrah for a short period when Sayyidunā Ibn al-Zubayr L was given bayʿah. He 

performed ṣalāh there for 40 days.2

Voicing the truth

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I was not afraid to voice the truth. He was in Baṣrah at the time of the martyrdom of 

Sayyidunā Ḥusayn ibn ʿAlī L, but only arrived at the scene after the tragedy. When he entered Ibn Ziyād’s presence, 

he saw Ibn Ziyād poking Sayyidunā Ḥusayn’s L face with his stick. He at once shouted, “Ḥusayn was the closest in 

resemblance to Rasūlullāh H.”3 He also warned him, “I saw Rasūlullāh H kissing him where your stick was 

place.” Hearing this, Ibn Ziyād stopped his despicable action.4

He was suspected of participating in the revolt against Ḥajjāj (which was unsuccessful). He was treated very badly 

thereafter by Ḥajjāj. Nonetheless, he persevered and told others to do the same. 

Anas ibn Mālik I stated: “Our elders from the Companions of Muḥammad H commanded us not to verbally 

abuse our leaders, not to deceive them, and not to disobey them. They commanded us further to fear Allah and adopt 

patience, for the matter (Qiyāmah) is very close.”5

Zubayr ibn ʿAdī relates, “We went to Anas bin Mālik and complained about the wrong we were suffering at the hand of 

Ḥajjāj. Anas bin Mālik said: ‘Be patient till you meet your Rabb, for no time will come upon you but the time following it 

will be worse than it. I heard that from Rasūlullāh H.”6

Transmission of aḥādīth

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is one of the greatest transmitters of aḥādīth. He ranks number 3 on the list of those who 

narrate the most amount of aḥādīth. Two factors supported this. Firstly, he remained for ten years in the service and 

company of Rasūlullāh H and secondly, he lived for over 80 years after Rasūlullāh’s H demise. The first 20 of 

these years he participated in Jihād and the rest of the 60, he disseminated knowledge to the masses. His base was Baṣrah. 

He is one of the first teachers, the carriers of the banner of Islam, and the disseminators of prophetic knowledge. 

Al-Nawawī states that Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is among the six who transmitted the most amount of aḥādīth 

from Rasūlullāh H. Sayyidunā Abū Hurayrah is at the top of the list, followed by Ibn ʿUmar, Anas, Ibn ʿAbbās, Jābir, 

and finally ʿĀ’ishah M.7 

1  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 332.

2  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 401.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ḥadīth: 3748.

4  Musnad al-Bazzār; al-Ṭabarānī.

5  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 339.

6  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 9, Book 88, Ḥadīth 188.

7  Tahdhīb al-Asmā’ wa al-Lughāt, vol. 1 pg. 280, ʿAbd Allāh ibn ʿUmar, pg. 142 – 143; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 108.
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Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrated 2286 aḥādīth.1 Al-Bukhārī and Muslim both narrate 128 of his narrations. Al-

Bukhārī narrates another 80 while Muslim narrates another 70.2

Thābit al-Bunānī, one of his most renowned students, reports that Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I told him, “O Thābit, 

take from me, for indeed you shall not take from one more trustworthy than me. Verily, I obtained it from Rasūlullāh 
H, and Rasūlullāh H obtained it from Jibrīl, and Jibrīl obtained it from Allah, the Mighty and Majestic.”3

Despite his immense knowledge, he was very cautions when narrating aḥādīth. He would say, “Had it not been for the 

fear of committing errors, I would have narrated to you things I heard from Rasūlullāh H. However, Rasūlullāh 
H warned: ‘Whoever attributes something falsely to me should prepare his abode in Hell.’” Whenever he completed 

narrating a ḥadīth from Rasūlullāh H, he would say, “Or as Rasūlullāh H said.”4

Anas I was asked, “Why do you not narrate to us [plenty aḥādīth]?” He replied, “O little one, whoever narrates plenty 

makes mistakes plenty.”5

Maʿbad ibn Hilāl says: When we would demand many aḥādīth from Anas ibn Mālik I, he would take out a file by him 

and say, “This is what I have heard from Rasūlullāh H.”6 This proves that Ṣaḥābah M would write down aḥādīth 

during the lifetime of Rasūlullāh H. It also supports the practice of teaching specific aḥādīth books to students. 

Another amazing speciality of Sayyidunā Anas I is that he would transmit aḥādīth from other Ṣaḥābah M. If he 

heard a ḥadīth from a Tābiʿī, he would make an effort to meet the Ṣaḥābī I who transmitted the ḥadīth to hear it 

directly from him. For example, he heard a ḥadīth from Sayyidunā Maḥmūd ibn al-Rabīʿ I from Sayyidunā ʿItbān ibn 

Mālik I. So he travelled to Sayyidunā ʿItbān I to hear it directly from him.7

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I declares, “By Allah, not everything we narrate to you we heard directly from Rasūlullāh 
H. We would narrate to each other without suspecting each other [of forgery].”8 This proves that the Ṣaḥābah M 

learnt dīn from each other, regarding each one reliable enough to transmit aḥādīth from.

The Ṣaḥābah that he narrates from: Abū Bakr, ʿUmar, ʿUthmān, ʿAbd Allāh ibn Rawāḥah, Fatimah al-Zahrā’, Thābit ibn 

Qays ibn Shammās, ʿ Abd al-Rahman ibn ʿ Awf, Ibn Masʿūd, Mālik ibn Ṣaʿṣaʿah, Abu Dhar, Ubay ibn Kaʿb, Abu Ṭalḥah, Muʿādh 

ibn Jabal, ʿUbādah ibn al-Ṣāmit, Usayd ibn Ḥuḍayr, Abu Hurayrah, Umm Sulaym his mother, Umm Ḥarām his aunt, Umm 

al-Faḍl.9

After the demise of Rasūlullāh H, the Ṣaḥābah had a great responsibility. Firstly, they erected the political minarets 

of Islam in the great lands of the world. Thereafter, it was their responsibility to disseminate the knowledge of Islam and 

preserve it. The young Ṣaḥābah played a role in reaching both these objectives, one of them being Sayyidunā Anas ibn 

Mālik I. He is the trustworthy individual who transmitted the pure aḥādīth to the ummah as well as the religious spirit 

of Islam. He is one of the first teachers and disseminators of knowledge. All those who come after them rely on them.

1  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 406.

2  Tadhkirat al-Ḥuffāẓ pg. 45; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 406.

3  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Vol. 1, Book 46, Ḥadīth 3831.

4  Sunan Ibn Mājah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Ḥadīth 24; Musnad Aḥmad, vol. 3 pg. 205; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 246.

5  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 112; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 403 referenced to al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 7 pg. 22; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 337.

6  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 113; al-Mustadrak.

7  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 110 – 111; Muqaddamah of Fatḥ al-Bārī by Sayyid Aḥmad Ṣaqar. 

8  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 331.

9  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 111; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 376; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 396.
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He was a ḥujjah (living proof) for the people of truth in Iraq. He stood in the face of people with concocted beliefs and 

ideologies. That is why when Anas I passed away, Muwarraq al-ʿIjlī, the Tābiʿī, exclaimed, “Half of knowledge has left 

today.” He was asked, “How is this?” He explained, “When a man of innovation would oppose us in ḥadīth, we would tell 

him: Come to the one who heard it directly from Rasūlullāh H i.e. Anas ibn Mālik.”1

Beliefs and ideologies are developed by the knowledge we learn and the sources of that knowledge and are shaped by the 

company we keep. The Ṣaḥābah M learnt directly from Rasūlullāh H. The knowledge was wholesome and the 

source was pure, hence the beliefs and ideologies were wholesome and pure. These beliefs and ideologies were further 

shaped and refined by the Messenger of Allah H. Those Tābiʿīn that acquired their knowledge from the Ṣaḥābah 
M and sat in their company had their beliefs and ideologies developed and shaped correctly. They became the leaders 

of the Tābiʿīn scholars. On the other hand, those who did not acquire their knowledge directly from the Ṣaḥābah M 

or did not shape their knowledge by adopting the company of the Ṣaḥābah M became leaders of fitnah. Similarly, the 

chain continues. Those who will adopt the company of the righteous scholars of each age and remain in their company 

will have correct ideologies while those who will seek knowledge from unreliable sources or men and who deprive 

themselves the company of the righteous scholars will prove to turn out as the originators of fitnah in every era. 

Some of Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik’s I students are regarded as leaders of the Tābiʿīn scholars. They had a massive 

impact on the ideological history of Islam. Among them are Ḥasan al-Baṣrī, Sulaymān al-Taymī, Thābit al-Bunānī, 

Muḥammad ibn Sīrīn, Anas ibn Sīrīn, Saʿīd ibn Jubayr, Qatādah, Ḥumayd al-Ṭawīl, and others.2

Supplication in his favour & Miracles

Sayyidunā Anas I narrates: Rasūlullāh H paid a visit to Umm Sulaym who placed before him some dates and 

ghee. Rasūlullāh H humbly suggested, “Place the ghee and dates in their respective containers for I am fasting.” 

Then he stood somewhere in her house and offered an optional prayer and then supplicated in favour of Umm Sulaym 

and her family. Umm Sulaym submitted, “O Allah’s Messenger! I have a special request.” “What is it?” he enquired. She 

replied, “(Please invoke for) your servant Anas.” Accordingly, Rasūlullāh H did not leave any goodness of the world 

or the Hereafter which he did not invoke (Allah to bestow) on me. He supplicated, “O Allah! Give him (i.e. Anas) property 

and children and bless him.” Owing to this, I am one of the wealthiest among the Anṣār and my daughter Umaynah told 

me that when Ḥajjāj came to Baṣrah, more than 120 of my offspring had been buried.3 Some narrations have the addition 

in the supplication: “Prolong his life, and forgive his sins.” Sayyidunā Anas I submits at the end of this narration: “I 

have seen 3 and await the fourth i.e. the forgiveness of sins.4

Rasūlullāh H supplicated, “O Allah! Give him (i.e. Anas) wealth and children and bless him.” Owing to this, I am one 

of the wealthiest among the Anṣār and my daughter Umaynah told me that when Ḥajjāj came to Baṣrah, more than 120 

of my offspring had been buried.5 The sequence of the supplications are marvellous. First wealth, then children, then 

blessings. Children without wealth is burdensome. Wealth and children without blessings is a calamity. 

Rasūlullāh H supplicated for Allah E to increase his wealth and children and to bless him therein. Consequently, 

he had a garden that would bear fruit twice in the year, and no land had this speciality, and there used to be sweet basil 

in it, from which could be found the smell of musk.6 He had over 100 children.7 

1  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 114; Majmaʿ al-Zawā’id; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 248.

2  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 109; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 377; Usd al-Ghābah, pg. 74; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 396.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 3, Book 31, Ḥadīth 203.

4  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 326.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 3, Book 31, Ḥadīth 203.

6  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 49, Ḥadīth 4204.

7  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 3, Book 31, Ḥadīth 203; Tuḥfat al-Aḥwadhī.
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He lived to the age of 103 owing to the specific supplication of Rasūlullāh H in his favour that Allah E prolong 

his life.1 Moreover, Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrates that Rasūlullāh H said: “May Allah cause to flourish a 

slave (of His) who hears my words and understands them, then he conveys them from me.”2 Look at the prosperity of the 

one to transmit over two thousand aḥādīth.

Sayyidunā Anas I exclaimed, “Rasūlullāh H supplicated for me so well, that I do not desire more.”3

Once, the person in charge of his land came to him complaining that his lands have become dry. Sayyidunā Anas I 

wore his shawl and went out to the field where he performed ṣalāh and supplicated in all earnest to Allah E. As 

a result, a cloud came, covered his land, and then poured until it filled his tank. This happened in the winter. Someone 

investigated as to how far the rain had reached and found that it only overstepped his land a little.4

Sayyidunā Anas bin Mālik I narrates: I requested Rasūlullāh H to intercede for me on the Day of Judgement. 

“I will do so,” he confirmed. Anas I continues: “I submitted, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Where shall I seek you?’” He 

replied, “Seek me, the first time you should seek me, on the Ṣirāṭ (Bridge).” I said: “If I do not meet you upon the Ṣirāṭ?” 

He answered: “Then seek me at the Mīzān (Scale).” I submitted: “And if I do not meet you at the Mīzān?” He answered: 

“Then seek me at the Ḥawḍ (Pond), for indeed I will not be missed at these three locations.”5 

Anas I would say: I hope to meet Rasūlullāh H and say, “O Messenger of Allah, [it is is I] your little servant.”6

Aḥādīth

With compassion Rasūlullāh H nurtured and moulded him:

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I reports that Rasūlullāh H said to him, “My beloved son, when you enter your 

home, say Assalāmuʿalaykum to your family, for it will be a blessing both to you and to your family.”7 

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I relates that Rasūlullāh H told him, “O my little one, beware of looking around 

during ṣalāh, for indeed looking around during ṣalāh is destruction. If you must do so, then in the voluntary prayers, not 

in the obligatory prayers.”8

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I relates that Rasūlullāh H said to him, “O my little son! If you are capable of (waking 

up in) the morning and (ending) the evening, while there is no malice in your heart for any person, then do so.” He then 

added, “O my son! That is from my Sunnah. Whoever revives my Sunnah, he has loved me. And whoever loves me shall 

be with me in Jannah.”9

1  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 326; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 399 referenced to Ibn ʿAsākir. vol. 3 pg. 80.

2  Sunan Ibn Mājah. Vol. 1, Book 1, Ḥadīth 236.

3  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 39; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb.

4  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 400. al-Iṣābah, vol. 1 pg. 277; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 334; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 

9 pg. 246.

5  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 37, Ḥadīth 2620; Musnad Aḥmad, vol. 3 pg. 178; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245.

6  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 77; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245.

7  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 6, Ḥadīth 861.

8  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 6, Ḥadīth 46.

9  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 41, Ḥadīth 34.
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Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrates that Rasūlullāh H said: “May Allah cause to flourish a slave (of His) who 

hears my words and understands them, then he conveys them from me. There are those who have knowledge but no 

understanding, and there may be those who convey knowledge to those who may have more understanding of it than 

they do.”1

Visiting the sick

Sayyidunā Anas I relates that he heard Rasūlullāh H saying, “Any person who visits a sick person is immersed 

in the mercy. When he sits at the same of the sick person, mercy engulfs him.” Anas I submitted, “O Messenger of 

Allah, this is for the healthy person visiting the sick; what reward does the sick man attain”. Rasūlullāh H said, “His 

sins fall off him.” [Musnad Aḥmad; al-Muʿjam al-Ṣaghīr]

Love for the Anṣār

Sayyidunā Anas I relates that Rasūlullāh H stated: “Love for the Anṣār is a sign of īmān and hatred for the 

Anṣār is a sign of hypocrisy.”2

Social Etiquette

Sayyidunā Anas I relates that Rasūlullāh H pleaded: “Do not hate one another, nor be jealous of one another; 

and do not desert one another, but O Allah’s worshipers, be brothers! It is unlawful for a Muslim to desert his brother 

Muslim (and not to talk to him) for more than three nights.”3

Knowledge

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I narrates that Rasūlullāh H said: “Three things are the roots of faith: 1. To refrain 

from (killing) a person who utters: ‘There is no god but Allah’ and not to declare him an unbeliever due to a sin he 

commits, and not to excommunicate him from Islam for his any action; 2. Jihad will be practiced continuously since the 

day Allah sent me as a Messenger until the day the last portion of my ummah fights against the Dajjāl (Antichrist)―The 

tyranny of any tyrant and the justice of any just (ruler) will not invalidate it. 3. One must have faith in Divine decree.4

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I would tell his students, “Cage knowledge in writing.”5

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I advised, “Learn how much ever you desire to learn. [At the same time remember,] Allah 

will not reward you for knowledge until you practice upon it.” The ʿUlamā’s concern is retaining (by practicing) while 

the foolish’ concern is narrating.6

Piety

Anas said “You people commit such deeds (sins) which are less significant in your eyes than hair; while we used to 

consider those (very deeds) during the lifetime of Rasūlullāh H as destructive sins.”7

1  Sunan Ibn Mājah. Vol. 1, Book 1, Ḥadīth 236.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 1, Book 2, Ḥadīth 17.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 73, Ḥadīth 99; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, 

4  Sunan Abī Dāwūd, Book 15, Ḥadīth 56. 

5  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 113; Majmaʿ al-Zawā’id; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 337.

6  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 113 – 114; Ḥayāt al-Ṣaḥābah.

7  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 8, Book 76, Ḥadīth 499.
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His Students

Ḥasan al-Baṣrī, Sulaymān al-Taymī, Thābit al-Bunānī, Muḥammad ibn Sīrīn, Anas ibn Sīrīn, Saʿīd ibn Jubayr, Qatādah, 

Ḥumayd al-Ṭawīl, and others.1

Ḥasan, Sulaymān al-Taymī, Abū Qilābah, Abū Mijlaz, ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz ibn Ṣuhayb, Isḥāq ibn Abī Ṭalḥah, Abū Bakr ibn ʿAbd 

Allāh al-Muzanī, Qatādah, Thābit al-Bunānī, Ḥumayd al-Ṭawīl, his grandson Thumāmah, Jaʿd Abū ʿUthmān, Muḥammad 

ibn Sīrīn, Anas ibn Sīrīn, Abū Umāmah, Ibrāhīm ibn Maysarah, Burayd ibn Abī Maryam, Bayān ibn Bishr, al-Zuhrī, Rabīʿah 

ibn Abī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān, Yaḥyā ibn Saʿīd al-Ansari, Saʿīd ibn Jubayr, Salamah ibn Wardān, and many others.

Some of other students who narrate from him: al-Zuhrī, ʿUmar ibn ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz, Makḥūl, ʿĪsā ibn Ṭahmān, ʿUmar ibn 

Shākir, Ibn al-Munkadir, Shuʿayb ibn al-Ḥabḥāb.2 His sons narrate from him Mūsā and al-Naḍr and Abū Bakr and his 

grandchildren Thumāmah and Ḥafṣ.3

Thābit al-Bunānī would kiss the hands of Sayyidunā Anas I. Whenever he would be informed of Thābit’s arrival, 

Sayyidunā Anas I would call for perfume to apply to his hands for he knew that Thābit would not be pleased without 

kissing his hand. Thābit would comment, “The palm which touched the hand of Rasūlullāh H.”4

Once Sayyidunā Anas I gave an apple to Abū al-ʿĀliyah al-Rayyāḥī. He began smelling it, kissing it and touching his 

face with it, commenting, “An apple which was touched by the palm that touched the palm of Rasūlullāh H.”5

Other

Thābit al-Bunānī says that when Anas ibn Mālik I was about to finish a completion of Qur’ān during the night, he 

would spare few Sūrahs which he would complete in the morning around his family members.6

Thābit al-Bunānī relates that when Anas ibn Mālik I would complete a reading of Qur’ān, he would gather his children 

and household members and supplicate for them.7

Demise

He passed away in 93 A.H. at the age of 1038 and is the last Ṣaḥābī to pass away in Baṣrah.9 He passed away in his residence 

in Ṭaff and is buried there, at a short distance from Baṣrah city. 

Sayyidunā Abū al-Ṭufayl ʿĀmir ibn Wāthilah al-Laythī I passed away in 100 A.H. He is the last Ṣaḥābī to pass away.10 

Sayyidunā Maḥmūd ibn al-Rabīʿ I passed away in 99 A.H.11 Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I passed away in 93 A.H. at 

the age of 103 years. He is the last Ṣaḥābī to pass away in Baṣrah.12 

1  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 109; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 377; Usd al-Ghābah, pg. 74; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 396.

2  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 109; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 396.

3  ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 110; Tanwīr al-Ḥawālik.

4  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 331.

5  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 331.

6  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 336.

7  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 336.

8  Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 379 with reference to Tārīkh Khalīfah ibn Khayyāṭ; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 406.

9  Usd al-Ghābah, pg. 74, 75; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378.

10  Tadrīb al-Rāwī.

11  Tadrīb al-Rāwī.

12  Usd al-Ghābah, pg. 74, 75; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378.
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On his deathbed, Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I told those around him to recite the kalimah (known as talqīn) and he 

continued repeating it until his soul left his body.1 Rasūlullāh H affirmed, “The one whose last words are: There is 

no deity save Allah will enter Jannah.”2

1  Al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 248.

2  Sunan Abī Dāwūd, Book 21, Ḥadīth 28.


