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SAYYIDUNĀ ANAS IBN MALIK I

أٰتِ أَعْمَالنَِا مَنْ یَّهدِه الله فَلَ مُضِلَّ لَه وَ  لُ عَلَیْه وَ نَعُوْذُ باِلله مِنْ شُرُوْرِ أَنْفُسِنَا وَ مِنْ سَیِّ حِيْمِ اَلْحَمْدُ للِه نَحْمَدُه وَ نَسْتَعِیْنُه وَ نَسْتَغْفِرُه وَ نُؤْمِنُ بهِ وَ نَتَوَكَّ حْمنِ الرَّ بسِْمِ اللهِ الرَّ
مَ  ی الله عَلَیْه وَ عَلٰی أٰلهِ وَ أَصْحَابهِ وَ بَارَكَ وَ سَلَّ دًا عَبْدُه وَ رَسُوْلُه صَلَّ دَنَا وَ مَوْلَنَا مُحَمَّ ضْلِلْه فَلَ هادِیَ لَه وَ نَشْهدُ أَنْ لَّ إلِٰه إلَِّ الله وَحْدَه لَ شَرِیْكَ لَه وَ نَشْهدُ أَنَّ سَیِّ مَنْ یُّ
ةٍ عَلَى  وْنَهُ أَذِلَّ هُمْ وَيُحِبُّ هُ بقَِوْمٍ يُحِبُّ ذِيْنَ آمَنُوْا مَنْ يَرْتَدَّ مِنكُمْ عَنْ دِيْنهِِ فَسَوْفَ يَأْتيِ اللَّ هَا الَّ حِيْمِ يَا أَيُّ حْمنِ الرَّ جِيْمِ بسِْمِ اللهِ الرَّ يْطَانِ الرَّ ا بَعْدُ فَأَعُوْذُ باِللهِ مِنَ الشَّ تَسْلِیْمًا كَثیِْرًا أَمَّ

هُ وَاسِعٌ عَلِيْمٌ هِ يُؤْتيِْهِ مَنْ يَشَاءُ  وَاللَّ هِ وَلَ يَخَافُوْنَ لَوْمَةَ لَئمٍِ ذٰلكَِ فَضْلُ اللَّ ةٍ عَلَى الْكَافِرِيْنَ يُجَاهِدُوْنَ فِيْ سَبيِْلِ اللَّ الْمُؤْمِنيِْنَ أَعِزَّ

السلام عليكم و رحمة الله و بركاته

Introduction 

Under the scorching sun on the dreadful day of Judgement, there will be seven categories of people whom Allah E 

will accommodate under the shade of His Grand Throne. One of those categories are those youth who were nurtured in 

the worship of Allah E.1 There you will find a lad from the Anṣār, Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I. Not only was he 

nurtured in the worship of Allah, he was nurtured in the lap of the choicest Messenger of Allah H.

He is introduced as the servant of Rasūlullāh H. He is Anas ibn Mālik ibn al-Naḍr, al-Khazrajī; the Imām, the 

Muftī, the teacher of Qur’ān, the muḥaddith, the transmitter of Islam, the servant of Rasūlullāh H, his student and 

follower, and his maternal relative. Yes, he was from Rasūlullāh’s H maternal family, the Banū Najjār, the best tribe 

of the Anṣār.2

Upbringing and Family

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I was fortunate to have an amazing upbringing in the midst of renowned individuals. His 

mother is Sayyidah Rumayṣā’, Umm Sulaym, J regarding whom Rasūlullāh H said, “I saw myself (in a dream) 

entering Jannah. Suddenly, I was standing before Rumayṣā’, the wife of Abū Ṭalḥah.”3 

His maternal aunt is Sayyidah Umm Ḥarām J; a woman at whose residence Rasūlullāh H would take a nap. 

Rasūlullāh H assured her that she would participate in the first naval expedition of the Muslims and she passed 

away during that expedition and is buried in Cyprus.4 

His maternal uncle is Sayyidunā Ḥarām ibn Milḥān I who was slain at Bi’r Maʿūnah. Rasūlullāh H announced 

his martyrdom to the Ṣaḥābah M saying: “Your brethren have been slain while they were saying: O Allah, convey from 

us to our Prophet the news that we have met You in a way that we are pleased with You and You are pleased with us.”5 

His maternal uncle is Sayyidunā Anas ibn al-Naḍr I after whom he was named. The following verse was revealed 

concerning him and his companions6:

لُوْا تَبْدِيْلً نْتَظِرُ وَمَا بَدَّ ن َّي ن قَضىٰ نَحْبَهُ وَمِنْهُمْ مَّ هَ عَلَيْهِ فَمِنْهُمْ مَّ نَ الْمُؤْمِنيِْنَ رِجَالٌ صَدَقُوْا مَا عَاهَدُوا اللّٰ مِّ

Among the Believers are men who have been true to their covenant with God. Of them some have completed their vow (to the 

1  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ḥadīth: 504; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Ḥadīth: 2248.

2  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 31, Ḥadīth 6104; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 5, Book 58, Ḥadīth 134.

3  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 5, Book 57, Ḥadīth 28.

4  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 74, Ḥadīth 299; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth 4699.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth: 4682.

6  Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 20, Ḥadīth 4683. 
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extreme), and some still wait: but they have never changed (their determination) in the least.1

His elder brother is Sayyidunā Barā’ ibn Mālik I regarding whom Rasūlullāh H said, “How many an individual 

with dishevelled hair, covered with dust, possessing two cloths, whom no one pays any mind to; yet if he swears by Allah 

then He shall fulfil it. Among them is Barā’ ibn Mālik.”2 

And his younger sibling was ʿAbd Allāh ibn Abī Ṭalḥah who was very blessed and is the product of the supplication of 

Rasūlullāh H. He is the father of Isḥāq ibn ʿAbd Allāh ibn Abī Ṭalḥah, the Faqīh (jurist), and his brothers. They were 

ten in number, all of whom were transmitters of knowledge.3 

Servant of Rasūlullāh H

The most outstanding quality of Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is certainly his service to Rasūlullāh H. He is 

distinguished as the trustworthy servant of Rasūlullāh H, whom he served for 10 years; from the time Rasūlullāh 
H entered Madīnah until his demise. The love he possessed for Rasūlullāh H and the love Rasūlullāh H 

possessed for him is evident from this delightful narration. He says: “I remained in the service of Rasūlullāh H 

for ten years. He never once told me uff. When I did something, he never asked me, why I did it; and when I did not do a 

certain task, he never questioned me as to why I did not.”

He continues: “Rasūlullāh H had the best character among all people (and also possessed the most excellent 

features.) I never felt a silk cloth, nor pure silk, nor any other thing softer than the palm of Rasūlullāh H. Nor did I 

smell any musk or any other fragrance, more sweet smelling than the perspiration of Rasūlullāh H.4

Anyone who stayed in the company of Rasūlullāh H for a little while with sincerity was overtaken with deep love 

for him. Now imagine Sayyidunā Anas I who stayed with Rasūlullāh H for 10 years, and served him at home 

and while on journey.

Our words are incapable of describing the immense love Sayyidunā Anas I possessed for Rasūlullāh H. He 

himself says: “There is no night except I see my beloved (i.e. Rasūlullāh H) in a dream.” He would cry when affirming 

this.5 Amazing enough is that he himself is the narrator of the affirmation of Rasūlullāh H, “Whoever has seen me 

in a dream, then no doubt he has seen me, for Shayṭān cannot imitate my shape.”6

In the 10 years he spent serving the greatest individual of mankind, he benefitted spiritually and academically from 

Rasūlullāh H. He then went on to live another 80 odd years after Rasūlullāh H, as a warrior and teacher. 

He fought for the first 20 of these years and taught for the remaining 60. He was instrumental in erecting the political 

minarets of Islam in the first 20 years and the ideological minarets of Islam in the next 60 years. He taught in Baṣrah and 

his students― the likes of Ḥasan al-Baṣrī. Sulaymān al-Taymī, Thābit al-Bunānī, Muḥammad ibn Sīrīn, Saʿīd ibn Jubayr, 

and others―became the leaders of the Tābiʿīn scholars. 

1  Sūrah al-Aḥzāb: 23.

2  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 49, Ḥadīth 4227. 

3  Al-Istīʿāb, vol. 2 pg. 130. The ḥadīth he indicated towards is documented in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ḥadīth: 5135; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Ḥadīth: 2144.

4  Shamā’il, Book 48, Ḥadīth 345; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, Book 73, Ḥadīth 64.

5  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 403; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 330; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245; Musnad Aḥmad; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn 

Mālik, pg. 69; Dār al-Qalam. 

6  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Vol. 9, Book 87, Ḥadīth 123; Shamā’il, Book 56, Ḥadīth 413.
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Rasūlullāh’s H supplication in his favour

Being in the close company of Rasūlullāh H, Sayyidunā Anas I was privileged with the blessings of Rasūlullāh’s 
H company as well as his special supplications. On one occasion, his mother Sayyidah Umm Sulaym J requested 

Rasūlullāh H to pray for him. He himself says, “Rasūlullāh H did not leave any goodness of the world or the 

Hereafter which he did not invoke (Allah to bestow) on me. He supplicated, ‘O Allah! Give him (i.e. Anas) property and 

children and bless him.’”  

Sayyidunā Anas I continues, “Owing to this, I am one of the wealthiest among the Anṣār.” This was his increase and 

blessings in wealth. He adds, “And my daughter Umaynah told me that when Ḥajjāj came to Baṣrah, more than 120 of my 

offspring had been buried.”1 This was his increase and blessings in offspring. 

Some narrations have the addition: “Prolong his life, and forgive his sins.” Consequently, Sayyidunā Anas I lived till 

the age of 103. He submits at the end of this narration: “I have seen the realisation of 3 (of these supplications) and await 

the fourth i.e. the forgiveness of sins.2

Jihād

Sayyidunā Anas I had the rare opportunity of witnessing all the major battles of Islam, despite his tender age during 

the first two major battles. He attended the Battle of Badr and Uḥud as the servant of Rasūlullāh H. He clearly 

states his participation in Badr and relates some happenings of Uḥud which certify his participation.3 

The first battle he fought in was Khandaq as he reached the age of 15. He thereafter participated in the journey to 

Ḥudaybiyyah and the Pledge of Riḍwān, the Khaybar Campaign, the Battle of Mu’tah, the Conquest of Makkah, the Battle 

of Ḥunayn, the siege of Ṭā’if, and the March to Tabūk. Altogether, he participated in 8 major battles alongside Rasūlullāh 
H.4

He narrates that on the day of the battle of Khandaq, the first battle he fought in, the Anṣār would sing, “We are those 

who have given the pledge of allegiance to Muḥammad; to wage Jihād as long as we live.” In reply, Rasūlullāh H 

supplicated, “O Allah! There is no life except the life of the Hereafter; so please honour the Anṣār and the Muhājirīn.”5 

Sayyidunā Anas I pledged to wage Jihād continuously and he kept to his promise. He participated in the wars against 

apostasy, and the battles in the Persian Empire. 

Transmission of Aḥādīth

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I is one of the greatest transmitters of aḥādīth. He ranks number 3 on the list of those 

who narrate the most amount of aḥādīth. 2286 of his transmissions have reached us.6 Two factors supported this; firstly, 

he remained for ten years in the service of Rasūlullāh H and secondly, he lived for over 80 years after Rasūlullāh’s 
H demise. He dedicated 60 odd years to teaching knowledge to the masses. 

Have a look at his integrity. Thābit al-Bunānī, one of his most renowned students, reports that Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik 

1  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 3, Book 31, Ḥadīth 203.

2  Al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 326.

3  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 397; al-Iṣābah, vol. 1 pg. 276; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 325; Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī; vol. 4, Book 52, Ḥadīth: 131; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, Book 

19, Ḥadīth: 4455.

4  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 400; Tārīkh Ibn ʿAsākir, vol. 3 pg. 84.

5  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 5, Book 58, Ḥadīth 140.

6  Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 406.
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I told him, “O Thābit, take from me, for indeed you shall not take from one more trustworthy than me. Verily, I 

obtained it from Rasūlullāh H, and Rasūlullāh H obtained it from Jibrīl, and Jibrīl obtained it from Allah, the 

Mighty and Majestic.”1

Despite his immense knowledge, he was very cautious when narrating aḥādīth. He would say, “Had it not been for the 

fear of committing errors, I would have narrated to you many other things I heard from Rasūlullāh H. However, 

Rasūlullāh H warned: ‘Whoever attributes something falsely to me should prepare his abode in Hell.’” Furthermore, 

whenever he completed narrating a ḥadīth from Rasūlullāh H, he would say, “Or as Rasūlullāh H said.”2 

He was a ḥujjah (living proof) for the people of truth in Iraq. He stood in the face of people with concocted beliefs and 

ideologies. That is why when Anas I passed away, Muwarraq al-ʿIjlī, the Tābiʿī, exclaimed, “Half of knowledge has left 

today.” He was asked, “How is this?” He explained, “When a man of innovation would oppose us in ḥadīth, we would tell 

him: Come to the one who heard it directly from Rasūlullāh H i.e. Anas ibn Mālik.”3

No fear of criticism

Another amazing quality of his is that he was not afraid to voice the truth. He was in Baṣrah at the time of the martyrdom 

of Sayyidunā Ḥusayn ibn ʿ Alī L, but only arrived at the scene after the tragedy. When he entered Ibn Ziyād’s presence, 

he saw Ibn Ziyād poking Sayyidunā Ḥusayn’s L face with his stick. He at once scolded, “Ḥusayn was the closest in 

resemblance to Rasūlullāh H.”4 He also warned Ibn Ziyād, “I saw Rasūlullāh H kissing him where your stick 

was placed.” Hearing this, Ibn Ziyād stopped his despicable action.5

Miracles

Once, the person in charge of his land came to him complaining that his lands have become dry. Sayyidunā Anas I 

wore his shawl and went out to the field where he performed ṣalāh and supplicated in all earnest to Allah E. As 

a result, a cloud came, covered his land, and then poured until it filled his tank. This happened in the winter. Someone 

investigated as to how far the rain had reached and found that it only overstepped his land by a little.6

Due to Rasūlullāh’s H supplication in his favour, he had over 100 children and was very affluent.7 He had a garden 

that would bear fruit twice in the year, and no land had this speciality.8 He lived to the age of 103 as mentioned earlier 

on. Moreover, he narrates that Rasūlullāh H said: “May Allah cause to flourish a slave (of His) who hears my words 

and understands them, then he conveys them from me.”9 Look at the prosperity of Sayyidunā Anas I due to his 

transmission of ḥadīth. 

1  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Vol. 1, Book 46, Ḥadīth 3831.

2  Sunan Ibn Mājah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Ḥadīth 24; Musnad Aḥmad, vol. 3 pg. 205; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 246.

3  Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 248.

4  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ḥadīth: 3748.

5  Musnad al-Bazzār; al-Ṭabarānī.

6  Al-Iṣābah, vol. 1 pg. 277; al-Ṭabaqāt, vol. 5 pg. 334; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 246.

7  Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, vol. 3, Book 31, Ḥadīth 203.

8  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 49, Ḥadīth 4204.

9  Sunan Ibn Mājah. Vol. 1, Book 1, Ḥadīth 236.
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Demise

He passed away in 93 A.H and is the last Ṣaḥābī to pass away in Baṣrah.1 He passed away in his residence in Ṭaff and is 

buried there, at a short distance from Baṣrah city. 

On his deathbed, he told those around him to recite the kalimah (known as talqīn) and he continued repeating it until 

his soul left his body.2 Rasūlullāh H affirmed, “The one whose last words are: There is no deity save Allah will enter 

Jannah.”3

Conclusion

Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik I was a lad who was nurtured in the worship of Allah. He lived 10 years serving Rasūlullāh 
H and benefitting from his spirituality and knowledge. He then spent 20 years waging Jihād in the Path of Allah 

and establishing Islam, after which he dedicated his time to teaching. For 60 years, he taught the aḥādīth of Rasūlullāh 
H. 

Sayyidunā Anas bin Mālik I narrates: I requested Rasūlullāh H to intercede for me on the Day of Judgement. 

“I will do so,” he confirmed. Anas I continues: “I submitted, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Where shall I seek you?’” He 

replied, “Seek me, the first time you should seek me, on the Ṣirāṭ (Bridge).” I said: “If I do not meet you upon the Ṣirāṭ?” 

He answered: “Then seek me at the Mīzān (Scale).” I submitted: “And if I do not meet you at the Mīzān?” He answered: 

“Then seek me at the Ḥawḍ (Pond), for indeed I will not be missed at these three locations.”4 

Anas I would say: I hope to meet Rasūlullāh H and submit, “O Messenger of Allah, [it is I] your little servant.”5

May Allah E grant us love and honour for Sayyidunā Anas bin Mālik I, the servant of Rasūlullāh H, the 

ability to emulate him, and may He unite us with him in the Gardens of Bliss.

و آخر دعوينا أن الحمد لله رب العالمين

1  Usd al-Ghābah, pg. 74, 75; Tahdhīb al-Tahdhīb, vol. 1 pg. 378-379; Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’, vol. 3 pg. 406.

2  Al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 248.

3  Sunan Abī Dāwūd, Book 21, Ḥadīth 28.

4  Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī, Book 37, Ḥadīth 2620; Musnad Aḥmad, vol. 3 pg. 178; al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245.

5 Al-Bidāyah wa al-Nihāyah, vol. 9 pg. 245; ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Ṭahmāz: Anas ibn Mālik, pg. 77, Dār al-Qalam.


