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INTRODUCTION

Anas ibn Malik ibn al-Nadr, al-Khazraji; the Imam, the Mufti,
the teacher of Qur'an, the muhaddith, the transmitter of
Islam, student of Rasalullah is.zsiz and his follower. He was
from Rastlullah’s is.zai= maternal family, the Bana Najjar,
the best tribe of the Ansar.

SAYYIDINA )

(i.e. you will be with those whom you love.) Therefore,
| love Rastlullah issesie, Aba Bakr, and Umar, and |
hope that | will be with them because of my love for
them, though my deeds are not similar to theirs. [Sahih
al-Bukhart, 57/37]

RASULULLAH’S is:Lif= SUPPLICATION IN HIS

) ) FAVOUR
SERVANT OF RASULULLAH i

The most outstanding quality of Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik
zgi» is certainly his service to Rasdlullah is.eaie. He is
distinguished as the trustworthy servant of Rasulullah
dssczafe for 10 years. The love he possessed for Rasalullah
dsuzafe and the love Rasulullah iz.eaie possessed for him is
evident from this delightful narration:

Sayyiduna Anas :zgis narrates:

Rasilullah is.eaie paid a visit to Umm Sulaym who
placed before him some dates and clarified butter.
Rasilullah is.zst humbly said, “Place the butter and
dates in their respective containers for | am fasting.”

Then he stood somewhere in her house and offered an
optional prayer and then supplicated in favour of Umm

| remained in the service of Rastlullah iz.zsie for ten sulaym and her Family.

years. He never once told me uff. When I did something,
he never asked me, why | did it; and when I did not do a
certain task, he never questioned me as to why | did not.
Rasalullah iz.eaic had the best character among all
people (and also possessed the most excellent features,

Umm Sulaym submitted, “O Allah’s Messenger! | have
a special request.”

“What is it?” he enquired.
She replied, “(Please invoke for) your servant Anas.”

so much so,) that I never felt a silk cloth, nor pure silk,
nor any other thing softer than the palm of Rasulullah
Jseaie. Nor did | smell any musk or any other fragrance,
more sweet smelling than the perspiration of Rasulullah
Isidfe, [Shama'il: 345]

Accordingly, Rasulullah is.easie did not leave any
goodness of the world or the Hereafter which he did
not invoke (Allah to bestow) on me.

He supplicated, “O Allah! Give him (i.e. Anas) property
and children and bless him.”

Owing to this, | am one of the wealthiest among the
Ansar and my daughter Umaynah told me that when
Hajjaj came to Basrah, more than 120 of my offspring
had been buried.” [Sahih al-BukharT, 31/203]

Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik zzzi reports:
A man asked Rasulullah ‘sz about the Hour (i.e.
Day of Judgment) saying, “When will the Hour be?”
Rastlullah iz.zate said, “What have you prepared for it?”
The man replied, “Nothing, except that I love Allah
and His Messenger.”

Rasilullah iszsi= commented, “You will be with
those whom you love.

Some narrations have the addition in the supplication:
“Prolong his life, and forgive his sins.” Sayyiduna Anas s
submits at the end of this narration: “I have seen 3 and await
the fourth, i.e. the forgiveness of sins.” [Al-Tabaqat, 5/326]

STRIVING IN THE PATH OF ALLAH

Sayyiduna Anas :zzi had the rare opportunity
of witnessing all the major battles of

Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik =z continues:

We never experienced such elation, the

} w . . . . . .
L ¥ elation we experienced on hearing Islam, despite his tender age during
(}.\;} that saying of Rasulullah jis.eafe the first two major battles.
L%
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He attended the Battle of Badr and Uhud as the servant
of Rastlullah is.eaie. He clearly states his participation in
Badr and relates some happenings of Uhud which certify
his participation. The first battle he fought in was Khandaq
as he reached 15 years of age. He thereafter participated
in the journey to Hudaybiyyah and the Pledge of Ridwan,
the Khaybar Campaign, the Battle of Mu’tah, the Conquest
of Makkah, the Battle of Hunayn, the siege of Ta'if and
the March to Tabik. Altogether, he participated in 8 major
battles during the lifetime of Rasdlullah is.esie.[Siyar
A'lam al-Nubald’, 3/400]

Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik =z went on to live another 80
yearsafterRasilullah iz.zaie. Inthefirst 20 of these years, he
continued to strive in the path of Allah asz=, participating
in the wars against apostasy, the Battle of Qadisiyyah, and
the Conquest of Tustar. [Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, 3/402] The
remaining 60 years, he spent disseminating knowledge to
the Ummah.

TRANSMISSION OF AHADITH

Sayyiduna Anas wais is one of the greatest transmitters of
ahadith. He ranks number 3 on the list of those who narrate
the most amount of ahadith. Two factors supported this.
Firstly, he remained for ten years in the service and company
of Rasulullah iz.easi= and secondly, he lived for over 80
years after Rasalullah’s is.zai= demise. The first 20 of these
years he participated in Jihad and the rest of the 60, he
disseminated knowledge to the masses. His base was Basrah.
He is one of the first teachers, the carriers of the banner of
Islam, and the disseminators of Prophetic knowledge.

Thabit al-Bunani, one of his most renowned students,
reports that Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik =i told him:

0 Thabit, take from me, for indeed you shall not take
from one more trustworthy than me. Verily, | obtained
it from Rasdlullah is.esie, and Rasilullah is.esde
obtained it from Jibril, and Jibril obtained it from
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic. [Jami' al-Tirmidhi,
46/3831]

2286 of his transmissions have reached us. Al-Bukhari and
Muslim both narrate 128 of his narrations. Al-Bukhari
narrates another 80 while Muslim narrates another 70.
[Tadhkirat al-Huffaz, 1/45; Siyar A'lam al-Nubala’, 3/406]

He was a living proof for the people of
truth in Iraq. He stood in the face of
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(}.\;—P people with deviant beliefs and [ItisI] your little servant.”
e ideologies. That is why when [Al-Bidayah waal-Nihayah, 9/245]
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Anas:zai passed away, Muwarraq al-ljli, the Tabi'i, exclaimed,
“Half of knowledge has left today.” He was asked, “How
is this?” He explained, “When a man of innovation would
oppose us in hadith, we would tell him: “Come to the one
who heard it directly from Rastlullah iz i.e. Anas ibn
Malik.” [Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, 1/378; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah,
9/248]

DEMISE

He passed away in 93 A.H. at the age of 103 and is the last
Sahabi to pass away in Basrah. He passed away in his residence
in Taff and is buried there, at a short distance from Basrah
city. [Usd al-Ghabah, 1/74; Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, 1/378]

On his deathbed, he told those around him to recite the
kalimah and he continued repeating it until his soul left his
body. [Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 9/248] Rasulullah jis.eaie
affirmed, “The one whose last words are: There is no deity
save Allah will enter Jannah.” [Sunan Abi Dawid, 21/28]

CONCLUSION

Sayyiduna Anas bin Malik =az is the fortunate young
man who was nurtured in the worship of Allah. He lived 10
years serving Rasulullah is.zai= and benefitting from his
spirituality and knowledge. He then spent 20 years waging
Jihad in the Path of Allah, after which he dedicated his
time to teaching. For 60 years, he taught the ahadith of
Rastlullah iz.gaie.

Sayyiduna Anas bin Malik =z narrates:
| requested Rasulullah is.z4i- to intercede for me on
the Day of Judgement.

“Iwill do s0,” he confirmed.

Anas s continues: “I submitted, ‘O Messenger of
Allah! Where shall | seek you?"

He replied, “Seek me, the first time you should seek
me, on the Sirat (Bridge).”

| said, “If I do not meet you upon the Sirat?”

He answered, “Then seek me at the Mizan (Scale).”

| submitted, “And if | do not meet you at the Mizan?”

He answered, “Then seek me at the Hawd (Pond), for
indeed | will not be missed at these three locations.”
[Jami' al-Tirmidhi, 37/2620]

Anas =z would say: | hope to meet him
sz and say, “0 Messenger of Allah,
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